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This form is for use in nominating or requesting determinations for individual properties and districts.  See instructions in National Register Bulletin, 
How to Complete the National Register of Historic Places Registration Form.  If any item does not apply to the property being documented, enter 
"N/A" for "not applicable."  For functions, architectural classification, materials, and areas of significance, enter only categories and subcategories 
from the instructions.   
 

1. Name of Property 
Historic name:  _Brookings Commercial Historic District Amendment (2020) 
Other names/site number: ___N/A___________________________________ 

      Name of related multiple property listing: 
      _____N/A______________________________________________________ 
      (Enter "N/A" if property is not part of a multiple property listing 
____________________________________________________________________________ 

2. Location  
Street & number: _519 & 510 Main to 222 & 221 Main including the depot and small 
sections of 3rd and 4th street.  ___________________________________________ 
City or town: _Brookings_____ State: __SD___ County: _Brookings_______ 
Not For Publication:   Vicinity:  

____________________________________________________________________________ 
3. State/Federal Agency Certification   
As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended,  
I hereby certify that this     x   nomination  ___ request for determination of eligibility meets 
the documentation standards for registering properties in the National Register of Historic 
Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60.  
In my opinion, the property  __x_  meets   ___ does not meet the National Register Criteria.  
I recommend that this property be considered significant at the following  
level(s) of significance:      
 ___national                  ___statewide           __x_local  

  Applicable National Register Criteria:  
_x__A             ___B           _x__C           ___D         
 

 
    

Signature of certifying official/Title:    Date 
______________________________________________ 
State or Federal agency/bureau or Tribal Government 
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In my opinion, the property        meets        does not meet the National Register 
criteria.   

     

Signature of commenting official:    Date 
 

Title :                                     State or Federal agency/bureau 
                                                                                         or Tribal Government  

 
 
______________________________________________________________________________ 

4. National Park Service Certification  
 I hereby certify that this property is:  
       entered in the National Register  
       determined eligible for the National Register  
       determined not eligible for the National Register  
       removed from the National Register  
       other (explain:)  _____________________                                                                                    

 
                     
______________________________________________________________________   
Signature of the Keeper   Date of Action 

____________________________________________________________________________ 
5. Classification 

 Ownership of Property 
 (Check as many boxes as apply.) 

Private:  
 

 Public – Local 
 

 Public – State  
 

 Public – Federal  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

x
  

 
  

x
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 Category of Property 
 (Check only one box.) 

 
 Building(s) 

 
 District  

 
 Site 

 
 Structure  

 
 Object  
 
 
 Number of Resources within Property 
 (Do not include previously listed resources in the count)              

Contributing   Noncontributing 
_____42______  ______17_____  buildings 

 
_____________   _____________  sites 
 
_____________   _____________  structures  
 
_____________   _____________  objects 
 
_____42______   ______17______  Total 

 
 
 Number of contributing resources previously listed in the National Register __N/A_____ 
____________________________________________________________________________ 

6. Function or Use  
Historic Functions 
(Enter categories from instructions.) 

 _Commerce: Department Store____ 
 _Commerce:  Financial Institution__ 
 _Commerce:  Specialty Store______ 
 _Government:  City Hall, Post Office 
 _Transportation:  Rail-Related_____ 
  

Current Functions 
(Enter categories from instructions.) 

 _Commerce: Specialty Store 
 _Commerce:  Restaurant___ 
 _Government:  Post Office_ 

 
  

 
  

x
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_____________________________________________________________________________ 
7. Description  

 
 Architectural Classification  
 (Enter categories from instructions.) 
 _Late 19th and Early 20th Century American Movements:  Commercial 
 _Late 19th and Early 20th Century Revivals: Beaux Arts 
 _Late Victorian:  Romanesque 
 ___________________ 
 ___________________ 
 ___________________ 
 ___________________ 

 
 
Materials: (enter categories from instructions.) 
Principal exterior materials of the property:  Foundation:  Concrete; Walls:  Brick, Stone 
(limestone); Roof: Synthetics:  Rubber. 

 
 
 

Narrative Description 
(Describe the historic and current physical appearance and condition of the property.  Describe 
contributing and noncontributing resources if applicable. Begin with a summary paragraph that 
briefly describes the general characteristics of the property, such as its location, type, style, 
method of construction, setting, size, and significant features. Indicate whether the property has 
historic integrity.)   
______________________________________________________________________________ 
Summary Paragraph 
 
Purpose of the Amendment  
The Brookings Commercial Historic District (NRIS#88000029) was listed in the National 
Register on 19 April 1988.  It is being amended to reflect current (2020) requirements of 
National Register listing.  Contributing and Noncontributing statuses were reevaluated to reflect 
thirty-two years of change within the district.  The original nomination did not include a map; a 
map denoting the boundary and Contributing/Noncontributing properties was created.  The 
boundary of the district was not altered.  Additional information on the significance of the 
district was included in this 2020 amendment.  The period of significance for the district, 1894-
1940, was not changed from the 1988 nomination.  Updated addresses were used in this 
amendment.        
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The Brookings Commercial Historic District in 2020 
The district encompasses the historic commercial core of Brookings centered around Main 
Avenue.  The district begins at 519/520 Main and extends south to 222/221 Main and the 
Chicago and Northwestern Depot.  It also includes small portions of Third, Fourth, and Fifth 
Streets near their intersections with Main Avenue.  The buildings are one-story and two-story: 
the majority are brick or brick veneered.  Most first-floor storefronts are post-World War II 
reconfigurations.  Second-floor facades and fenestration have not been altered significantly.  A 
few second-floor facades have postwar veneers of metal, tile, or cement.   
 
Brick is the most prevalent material in the district and a variety of red and brown tones were 
used.  Due to the railroad’s early arrival, a diversity of bricks was available during the district’s 
development.  Darker-red brick was used on the Masonic Lodge at 225 Main while a lighter-red 
brick was used on the New Century Block at 300 Main.  The commercial building at 325 Main 
was built with a dark-brown brick while 414 Main used a light-brown brick.  In between these 
brown tones is 326 Main, which was built with a medium-toned-brown brick.  Rude’s Furniture 
at 409-413 Main used a variety of lighter-colored bricks in soft red and brown tones.   
 
Some of the brick buildings also incorporated additional materials into their designs.  The 
Masonic Lodge at 225 Main, New Century Building at 300 Main, 306 Main, and the Chicago 
and Northwestern Depot at 111 Main all incorporate Kasota stone, as does the First National 
Bank at 327 Main which features two large Ionic stone columns on the façade.  A few buildings 
in the district are not brick.  The United States Post Office at 500 Main is constructed with 
Bedford limestone and 311 Main is built with Jasper quartzite.  Other materials, such as the 
stucco on Nick’s Hamburger Shop at 427 Main, are rare in the district.   
 
Commercial architecture dominates the district, though classically-inspired elements are found 
on some buildings.  The First National Bank at 327 Main and the Midland Bank at 426 Main 
have classically-inspired features including large columns and pilasters with stone bases and 
caps.  Ray’s Corner at 401 Main has pilasters with stone caps on the second floor which hint at 
classical antecedents.  Other buildings reference less-popular styles such as the Pueblo Revival 
theme on Nick’s Hamburger shop at 427 Main which features an irregular parapet, stucco, and 
three vigas.  The building at 323 Main also minimally references Spanish Colonial Revival 
themes with a bracketed eave clad in orange tile.  The most ornate building in the district is the 
old City Hall at 310 4th Street which features Classical and Romanesque influences with its 
arched openings, stone courses, pilasters capped with stone, and ornate cornice made of 
galvanized iron and supported by elaborate dentils, modillions, and brackets.   
 
The streetscape is uniform with buildings fronting the sidewalks.  Sidewalks are concrete; a 
red/brown tone is used for the slabs in the middle of the sidewalk and gray concrete borders the 
curb and buildings in most areas.  Corners and mid-block crosswalks are landscaped with 
flowers and small shrubs.  Picnic tables, benches, and bike racks are found throughout.  
Streetlights are historic reproductions.  Parking in the district is diagonal.      
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The district retains integrity of all seven aspects.  First-floor storefronts have typical postwar 
alterations while second-floors remain largely intact with the exception of replacement windows.  
Elements of design, workmanship, and materials are present in sufficient quantities, particularly 
on second-floor facades, to convey the architectural and commercial significance of the district.  
The lack of modern intrusions has allowed the district to retain its integrity of setting.    
 
One building (407 Main) was razed since the 1988 nomination and the lot remains vacant.  
Some buildings, including 313, 315, and 501-503 Main, had post-World War II veneers 
removed and were changed to Contributing.  Several buildings underwent limited rehabilitations 
that enhanced their integrity by using more compatible materials.  Overall, the district has 
experienced a number of historically-sensitive rehabilitations since the 1988 nomination.      
 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
Narrative Description  
 
MAIN AVENUE 
 
111 Main (#32) 
1904 
Individually Listed (NRref#76001716) 
The Chicago and Northwestern Railroad passenger depot is a brick building with Kasota stone 
accents.  The brick is No. 1 Continental, hard burned brick manufactured in Galesburg, Illinois.1  
It is a standard depot design.  The building is one-story with a gable roof; however, the middle 
volume has a hipped roof that is one-and-a-half stories.  Centered on the one-and-a-half-story 
volume are protruding bays with round parapets reminiscent of Mission style.  Window openings 
contain two arrangements: single windows and triple windows.  Window configurations are 
three-over-one and two-over-one.  Window openings have stone sills.  Windows are 
replacements of those appearing in the 1976 nomination photographs, which were likely original.  
Entrance doors are wood with multi-pane glass windows, also replacements.  Entrance doors on 
the south elevation, which faces the tracks, have Kasota stone columns of the Doric order. 
Freight doors are wood and possibly replacement infills that are inoperable.  There are two 
chimneys: one on the eastern portion of the hipped-roof volume and one at the west end.  The 
one on the west is infill; the 1976 photos shows a fiberglass garage door on this opening.  The 
depot has undergone a rehabilitation post-1976; replacement materials are in keeping with the 
architecture of the depot.   
 
According to the 1988 nomination, the depot was for sale at the time of the 1988 nomination.   
 
 
 

 
1Chuck Cecil. Becoming Someplace Special: the Brookings Story. (Sioux Falls, SD: Pine Hill Press, 2001), 11.   
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221 Main (#31) 
1937 
Contributing 
Was Contributing in the 1988 nomination.  Building has not changed much since 1988.  The 
building is poured concrete.  Art Deco influences can be seen in the angular front entrance and 
the relief decorations around the building, including vertical grooves in the pilasters.  The façade 
has an entry addition added in 1986.  It is angular with double metal-and-glass doors with a 
transom.  Flanking the doors are display windows.  Metal panels are found above and below the 
windows.  A variety of windows are found on the north, south, and east elevations.  They include 
fixed-pane, fixed-pane over hopper, and fixed-pane with wood infill above.  The roof is round. 
 
According to the 1988 nomination, the auditorium/armory was built in 1937 by the WPA and 
cost $35,000.  The National Guard occupied the building until 1976.   
 
222 Main (#33) 
1926 
Noncontributing 
Was Noncontributing in the 1988 nomination.  The one-story building has a veneer of ceramic 
glazed brick.  Fenestration includes large display windows, metal doors, metal-and-glass doors, 
fixed-pane windows, and metal garage doors in large bays.  Some openings are downsized and 
infilled with wood.  Most windows have been changed since the 1988 nomination. 
 
According to the 1988 nomination, this was a service station built in 1926.  In 1952, the building 
was reconstructed with a portion of the original service station remaining under the current brick.   
 
224 Main (#34) 
1927 
Noncontributing 
Was listed as an Intrusion in 1988.  This small building has a brick storefront with a metal-and-
glass door and two display windows.   
 
According to the 1988 nomination, this was originally the Gaukel Garage.   
 
225 Main (#30) 
1894 
Contributing 
Was Contributing in the 1988 nomination.  Has changed little since 1988.  A one-story brick 
loading dock/garage is attached to the west elevation.  A small, brick addition with a metal-and-
glass door is located at the southeast corner.  The building has some Romanesque characteristics.  
The stone was quarried at Kasota, Minnesota, and the brick was originally fired to resemble a 
cherry color.  A turret is found on the northeast corner.  Second-floor windows are paired with 
one-over-ones with a round three-pane transom.  These are found on the second floor of every 
elevation.  Windows in the tower are one-over-one.  Second-floor windows are wood.  The 
second floor has decorative brickwork at the cornice and a stone masonic nameplate that features 
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“1894” along with masonic symbols.  The storefront occupies both bays of the façade.  The north 
bay contains the entrance.  It is recessed with a metal-and-glass door with two fixed-pane 
windows above. The entrance is flanked by large display windows with a smaller pane above.  
The south bay has three large display windows with a fixed-pane window on top.  The first floor 
of the north elevation has a display window with a fixed pane.  It also includes two entrances on 
its western half.  The first is double metal-and-glass doors with a modern portico and a metal-
and-glass door with wood infill above.  The building’s turret originally had a conical tower; it ws 
removed at an unknown date.  This building was built on a triangular piece of land (along with 
the armory/auditorium) that was previously a park designed by noted horticulturist Neils 
Hanson.2  The railroad sold the city the land for $35,000 in 1936.3 
 
According to the 1988 nomination, the Masonic Temple/Skinner Block was built in 1894.  
Charles A. Dunham was the architect.  The building was occupied on the second floor by the 
Masonic Order and C.A. Skinner Mercantile.  On the first floor was C.E. West and Company 
furniture dealers and in the basement was Harvey’s Restaurant.  The 1980 survey form also lists 
these businesses as occupying the first floor: Davis and Co. furniture, Grimms Department Store, 
Sellors and Bartling, Rude’s Furniture and Funeral, Rude’s Funeral.   
 
226 Main (note: used to have a 3rd Street address) 
1910 
Contributing 
Was Contributing in the 1988 nomination.  Building looks about the same as it did in 1988.  The 
storefront has a central, canted entrance with a metal-and-glass door with transom.  Flanking the 
entrance are display windows; brick is below the display windows and frames the storefront.  A 
display window on the storefront also wraps around onto the north elevation.  A sign above the 
storefront covers the transom windows.  A row of soldier course bricks is above the transom 
windows.  A simple, decorative rectangular relief of bricks is found in the parapet.  The north 
elevation has four, three-over-one double hung windows and an entrance on the western half of 
the elevation. The eastern half of the north elevation contains six small storefronts.  The 
storefronts contain metal-and-glass doors and large display windows.  A large mural is above the 
storefronts. 
 
According to the 1988 nomination, this was the Caldwell and Wilson Hardware and Agricultural 
Implement Store.  It was later called the Brookings Hardware Store which was in this location 
until 1929. 
 
300 Main (#36) 
1901 
Contributing 
Was Contributing in the 1988 nomination.  Since 1988, the large circa 1960s slipcover has been 
removed exposing the historical façade facing Main.  This large commercial block has primary 

 
 
3 Cecil, 80.   



United States Department of the Interior  
National Park Service / National Register of Historic Places Registration Form  
NPS Form 10-900     OMB Control No. 1024-0018      
 
Brookings Commercial Historic District 
Amendment (2020) 

 Brookings, SD 

Name of Property                   County and State 

Section 7 page 9 
 

facades on the west and south elevations.  The building is brick with Kasota stone accents. A 
prominent turret with decorative ocular brickwork is located on the corner.  Second-floor 
window openings on both the south and west elevations are square and arched.  Window 
openings are framed with brick pilasters; capping the pilasters is a course of stone.  Above each 
window opening is a simple, rectangular brick relief.  All windows have a stone sill.  
Rectangular window openings have a stone lintel; other openings have a brick arch.  Windows 
are primarily wood in a one-over-one configuration.  Some openings on the south elevation are 
boarded over.  The storefront entrance is centered and recessed on the west elevation.  It is 
flanked by display windows with modern stone infill on the bottom.  The bays containing the 
windows and entrances are framed with stone pilasters.  The storefronts have cloth awnings.  The 
south elevation has two bays of windows; one on each end of the elevation.  One bay is a 
wraparound from the west elevation’s storefront and matches the west elevation in design and 
materials.  The other bay is located on the west end of the south elevation.  It contains a recessed 
door with large display windows.  Like the other bays, it is framed with stone pilasters.  In 
between these two bays is a semi-ocular window with a brick arch and stone sill.   
 
According to the 1988 nomination, the New Century Building was constructed in 1901.  Pioneer 
merchants C.A. Skinner, William Caldwell, Dr. A.W. Hyde, George Morehouse, John Wilson, 
F.J. Carlisle, H.H. Reeves, Thomas Ross, and C.E. Childs formed a syndicate to construct the 
building at a cost of $25,000.  It was constructed of Twin City pressed brick and Kasota stone.  
W.H. Skinner moved his department store here from the Masonic Temple and the second story 
contained many professional offices.  In 1919, Skinner sold the building to A.F. Grimm. 
 
301 Main (#28) 
1958 
Noncontributing 
Was Noncontributing in the 1988 nomination.  Building is outside the district’s period of 
significance.  The building had its original windows in 1988, which were predominantly large 
six-pane windows common to the era in which it was built.  Second-story window openings now 
have paired one-over-one windows.  The storefront on the façade (west elevation) has a corner 
entry; the door is metal-and-glass with sidelights and a transom.  The façade also has two large 
display windows.  The south elevation’s first story has, from east to west, two large display 
windows, a metal-and-glass door with a transom, a display window, a metal-and-glass door with 
a transom, a display window, and another door opening. 
 
According to the 1988 nomination, this building was built in 1958 and leased as governmental 
office space and included the office of the Agricultural Stabilization and Conservation Service.  
 
301(a) Main (#29) (Dybdahl Garage Portion of 301 Main Address, rear of property) 
1905 
Contributing 
Was Contributing in the 1988 nomination.  Has not changed since 1988.  This is a one-story 
brick building.  It has a central wood-panel garage.  West of the garage is a wood-and-glass door 
with a transom and sidelight.  To the east of the garage door is a two-part fixed-pane window and 
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a wood-and-glass door.  Decorative voussoirs appears above the openings and the cornice has 
decorative brick corbelling.   
 
According to the 1988 nomination, this building was the Dybdahl Buick dealer with an eight-car 
capacity.  This building had its own address (319 3rd Street) in the 1988 nomination and has since 
been coopted with 301 Main into a single address.  Per National Register guidelines, it is counted 
separate from the 1958 building it is now taxed with.   
  
303 Main (#27) 
1936 
Contributing 
Was Contributing in the 1988 nomination.  This small building has changed little since 1988.  
The storefront has wood-and-glass double doors located on the south side.  Five large windows 
span to the north and a row of transom windows span across the storefront.  The façade is of a 
yellow-toned variegated brick; above the storefront the bricks make a large rectangular design.  
Some stone is incorporated in the design and stone caps the parapet.   
 
According to the 1988 nomination, Fred Best built this structure as a pool hall in 1936.   
 
304 Main (#37) 
1930 
Noncontributing  
Was an Intrusion in the 1988 nomination.  Building looks the same as it did in 1988.  The one-
story building has a wood veneer with wood shingles on the upper section of the storefront.  It 
attempts to mimic the Tudor Revival style.  The door is located on the northern half of the 
storefront.   
 
According to the 1988 nomination, the building was constructed in 1930 as the Variety Store. 
 
306 Main (#38) 
1900 
Contributing 
Was an Intrusion in the 1988 nomination.  Since 1988, the circa 1960s metal slipcover has been 
removed.  The one-story building is of simple stylings but can now contribute to the district.  The 
entire storefront is recessed with a central entry.  The door is metal-and-glass and flanked by 
display windows.  Above the windows are fixed-pane transoms and a sign.  Above the storefront 
is decorative brickwork.  The parapet has pilasters and decorative brickwork.  Kasota stone 
accents are also present and cap the parapet.   
 
According to the 1988 nomination, this building was a grocery store.       
 
 
 
 



United States Department of the Interior  
National Park Service / National Register of Historic Places Registration Form  
NPS Form 10-900     OMB Control No. 1024-0018      
 
Brookings Commercial Historic District 
Amendment (2020) 

 Brookings, SD 

Name of Property                   County and State 

Section 7 page 11 
 

307 Main (#26) 
1925 
Noncontributing 
Was Contributing in the 1988 nomination.  This building was questionable to Contribute in 1988, 
and recent alterations make it Noncontributing.  A large roof-top addition impacts integrity.  The 
storefront has a recessed entry with a double metal-and-glass door.  The modernized storefront 
has large display windows.  The parapet, which visually blends into the rooftop addition, has 
some stone accents and decorative brickwork.   
 
According to the 1988 nomination, F.C. Neill and J.G. Rank had this building constructed in 
1925.  It housed Neill’s Harness Shop and Red Owl Grocery and was later home to Rude’s 
Furniture for many years.  Dakota Music was another business to occupy the building in the 
1970s.  As of 2019 it is Cubby’s Bar and Grill.   
 
308 Main (#39) 
1917 
Contributing 
Was Contributing in the 1988 nomination.  Since 1988, the metal veneer on the storefront has 
been removed.  The north side of the storefront has two metal-and-glass doors; one accesses the 
second floor and the other the business.  The storefront has a modern brick veneer on the bottom 
and predominately fixed-pane windows.  One window is a slider.  The second floor has two sets 
of windows.  Each features a one-over-one window flanked by narrower fixed-pane windows.  A 
course of soldier bricks runs above the windows.  Above this course are three decorative 
diamond shapes in the brick.  The parapet has simple brick corbelling.  Mounted to the second-
floor exterior is a protruding neon sign.   
 
According to the 1988 nomination, this was the Charlie Poole Barber Shop.  
 
309 Main (#25) 
1900 
Contributing  
Was Contributing in the 1988 nomination.  The building has changed little since the 1988 
nomination.  Two doors are located at the southern portion of the storefront; one door provides 
second-floor access and the other accesses the business.  Large display windows are located 
north of the storefront.  The façade of the storefront is veneered in stone, wood panel, and wood 
shingles.  The second story has a Romanesque style arch over the two central windows.  
Flanking the central window are one-over-one double hung windows.  A stone reading “1900” is 
centered in the arch.  The cornice has dentilated and corbelled brickwork.   
 
According to the 1988 nomination, attorneys Mathews and Murphy had this building constructed 
for $5,000.  According to the 1980 survey form, the building has also housed a grocery store and 
general merchandise.   
 
310-12 Main (#40)  
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1936 
Contributing 
The building was listed as an Intrusion in 1988.  Since 1988, a metal slipcover was removed.   
The south storefront has a recessed, canted entrance at the north end with a metal-and-glass door 
and transom.  South of the entrance are display windows with metal panels on the bottom.  A 
row of transom windows spans the storefront.  Above the transoms is yellow brick in simple 
geometric designs.  The parapet is capped in stone; branches with leaves are depicted in the 
stone.  The north storefront is recessed.  Metal-and-glass doors with transoms are located in the 
center and south corner.  Large windows with metal panels below fill in the remainder of the 
storefront. 
 
According to the 1988 nomination, this was built as the Main Bowling Alley and the Economy 
Grocery in 1936.   
 
311 Main (#24) 
1900 
Contributing 
Was Contributing in the 1988 nomination.  Since 1988, a circa-1970s tile veneer on the 
storefront has been removed.  A large sign protruding from the second story has also been 
removed.  The building has been restored close to its original appearance.  The building was 
constructed of Jasper quartzite from Minnesota.  The most prominent features on the building 
include: an etched glass window above the storefront, three-sided bay on the second story, and 
the decorative tin cornice with a garland relief pattern.  The main entrance is located on the south 
side of the storefront.  The door is metal-and-glass with a  sidelight and transom.  The entrance to 
access the second floor is located on the north side of the storefront.  The door is metal-and-glass 
with a transom.  Between the doors is brick infill with a combination of fixed-pane and operable 
windows.  The second-story bay contains three one-over-one windows; the cornice of the bay 
has the same garland relief pattern as the building’s cornice.  Flanking the bay are one-over-one 
windows with cloth awnings.   
 
According to the 1988 nomination, George Morehouse organized the Bank of Brookings in 1880 
and this building was built in 1900 at a cost of $8,000.  Horace Fishback and Son operated an 
insurance company on the second floor.  According to the 1980 survey file, Fishback was also an 
owner of the bank and sold it in 1911 but continued to keep his insurance office on the second 
floor.  Also, according to the 1980 survey file, Fishback started the Security National Bank in 
this building in 1925 and it occupied the building until 1958 when it moved to another location 
and became First National Bank.  In 1958 Gottschalk Real Estate Co. bought the building and 
moved their offices here.  In 1971, George’s Pizza moved into the building.  This business 
remains as of 2020.   
 
313 Main (#23-1)   
c.1910 
Contributing 
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Was Noncontributing in the 1988 nomination.  In the 1988 nomination, this building and the 
building to the north – 315 Main – were covered in a 1952 façade and counted as one property 
(#23).  The date of construction was listed as 1952 in the 1988 nomination, which reflects the 
false veneer’s application.  The façade has been removed exposing two distinct historic 
buildings; each building is taxed separately.  These buildings are counted separately in the new 
count per National Register guidance.  313 Main has a canted, recessed entry.  The door is wood-
and-glass with a transom.  The entry is flanked by display windows.  The second floor has four 
one-over-one windows in downsized window openings.  A brick arch rises above the two 
centered windows.  The cornice contains brick corbelling and decorative brickwork.   
 
315 Main (#23-2) 
c.1910 
Contributing  
Was Noncontributing in the 1988 nomination.  In the 1988 nomination, this building and the 
building to the south – 313 Main – were covered in a 1952 veneer and counted as one property 
(#23).  The date of construction was listed as 1952 in the 1988 nomination, which reflects the 
false veneer’s application.  The façade has been removed exposing two distinct historic 
buildings; each building is taxed separately.  These buildings are counted separately in the new 
count per National Register guidance.  315 Main has a storefront with a slightly-recessed entry 
towards the south.  The door is metal-and-glass with sidelights and a transom.  Three display 
windows are located to the north.  A metal-and-glass door with transom is located south of the 
entry.  This is the second-floor access.  A full-width sign reading “MAIN AVE. MALL” is above 
the storefront.  The second story has three window openings.  All have been downsized with 
smaller one-over-one windows and wood infill.  A course of rusticated stone serves as sills; a 
wider course serves as lintels.  The building has a simple stone cornice. 
 
314 Main (#41) (used be addressed as 316 Main) 
1903  
Noncontributing 
Was an Intrusion in the 1988 nomination.  This building has changed little since the 1988 
nomination.  The storefront is canted and recessed with two separate entries.  The doors are 
metal-and-glass with sidelights and transoms.  Large display windows comprise the remainder of 
the storefront.  The second floor contains six equally-spaced window openings with one-over-
one windows.  The yellow brick is laid in stretcher bond.   
 
According to the 1988 nomination, this building was significantly altered in the 1960s to its 
current appearance.   
 
317 Main (#22) 
1919 
Contributing 
Was Contributing in the 1988 nomination.  This building has changed little since 1988.  A large 
wood sign was removed from the storefront and replaced with a slightly smaller one.  The 
storefront’s entrance is flush with the sidewalk and the entry is located on the southern half.  The 



United States Department of the Interior  
National Park Service / National Register of Historic Places Registration Form  
NPS Form 10-900     OMB Control No. 1024-0018      
 
Brookings Commercial Historic District 
Amendment (2020) 

 Brookings, SD 

Name of Property                   County and State 

Section 7 page 14 
 

door is metal-and-glass with a transom.  To the north of the door are two large display windows 
and a half-circle window.  To the south of the door is half-circle window.  The storefront has 
yellow brick.  Above the storefront is a sign that reads “BARGAINS ON MAIN.”  The second 
story has two sets of windows.  Each set is comprised of paired one-over-one windows.  The 
windows are not original and wood infill is located above them.  Sills are brick.  There is a 
course of soldier bricks above the window openings and the parapet is capped in stone.   
 
According to the 1988 nomination, this building was the first location of Tidball Drug.   
 
318 Main (#42) 
1922 
Noncontributing 
Was an Intrusion in the 1988 nomination.  This building has changed little since the 1988 
nomination.  A metal-and-glass door accessing the second story is found on the south side of the 
storefront.  The storefront has a metal-and-glass door with a transom flanked by large display 
windows.  A rock veneer is found on the edge of the storefront and a flat metal awning is above 
the storefront.  The second story is covered with a circa 1970 veneer with the name “BROST’S.”   
 
According to the 1988 nomination, this was the first home of the Columbia Clothing store.      
 
319 Main (#21)  
1926 
Contributing 
Was Contributing in 1988 nomination.  This building was not photographed in 1988.  It has a 
recessed entry.  The door is metal-and-glass with a transom.  Display windows flank the 
entrance.  Yellow brick is found below the display windows and also used on the sides and top of 
the storefront.  A wood sign reading “BUY SELL TRADE PAWN” is located above the 
storefront.  The second floor has two sets of windows.  Each set has paired one-over-one 
windows.  These are not original, and wood is infilled above them in the window openings.  The 
windows have brick sills and stone lintels.  Above the lintels are corbelled bricks.  In the parapet 
is a stone name stone reading “DON”.  The parapet is capped in stone.  Five small decorative 
stone diamond shapes are found on the second story; two flank the windows, one is between the 
windows, and two flank the “DON” name stone.  
 
According to the 1988 nomination, this building was constructed in 1926 as the Martinson 
Building.  The nameplate “DON” refers to Don Martinson, the son of the owner Albert.  This 
property was built to be leased out.   
 
320 Main (#43) 
1916 
Contributing 
Was Contributing in the 1988 nomination.  Since 1988, the non-historic storefront was 
modernized again, and second-story windows were replaced with faux-multi-pane windows with 
faux shutters.  To the north of the storefront is a metal-and-glass door with transom that accesses 
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the second floor.  The storefront has a central entrance with a metal-and-glass door with a 
transom.  Display windows flank the entry and a stone veneer is below the windows and at the 
corners of the storefront.  Above the storefront is a transom with faux muntins.  Simple 
decorative brickwork is found above the second-floor windows.   
 
According to the 1988 nomination, this was built as the H.G. Williams Building.   
 
321 Main (#20)  
1926 
Contributing 
Was contributing in the 1988 nomination.  The building has changed little since 1988.  Large 
signage boards have been removed exposing storefront transoms.  The storefront has a central 
recessed entry.  The door is metal-and-glass with sidelights and a transom.  The entry is flanked 
with display windows.  On the south side of the storefront is a wood-and-glass door with a 
transom.  This door accesses the second floor.  Glass transom windows are above the storefront.  
The second story retains its original windows.  They feature a fixed, eight-pane window over a 
large fixed-pane.  Flanking these are three-over-one windows.  All windows are wood.  A stone 
belt course runs the width of the buildings and serves as the windows’ sill.  Above the windows 
is brick corbelling.  Pilasters are capped with and feature inlaid stone motifs.  Stone diamond 
motifs are found on the parapet, which is also capped with stone.   
 
According to the 1988 nomination, this building was constructed for Tidball Drug.   
 
 322 Main (#44) 
1918 
Contributing 
Was Contributing in the 1988 nomination.  Minor changes to the storefront have occurred since 
1988.  Panels covering some of the storefront were removed to expose brick.  A door leading to 
the second floor is located at the south side of the storefront; it is solid with a small window and 
transom.  The storefront is slightly recessed with a central entry.  The door is metal-and-glass 
with sidelights.  Display windows flank the entry and have brick infill above and below.  The 
second floor has two downsized window openings filled with wood and paired one-over-one 
windows.  Window lintels have a course of soldier bricks and there are corbeled bricks above.   
 
According to the 1988 nomination, this was E.J. Beatty’s Jewelry Shop.  It continued in this 
capacity until 1986.   
 
 
323-325 Main (#19)  
1926 
Contributing  
Was Contributing in the 1988 nomination.  This building has changed little since 1988.  The first 
floor is comprised of two storefronts with two metal-and-glass doors with transoms between the 
storefronts that are used to access the second story.  The north storefront has a recessed entrance 
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with a metal-and-glass door with sidelights and a transom.  Flanking the entrance are display 
windows.  The south storefront has a metal-and-glass door with sidelights and a transom.  
Flanking the entrance are large display windows.  A continuous metal awning spans across both 
storefronts.  Brick is laid in a stretcher course.  The second story has a decorative wood awning 
supported by brackets and clad in orange clay tiles.  Under the awning are four bays of windows.  
Each bay has three one-over-one windows with a center window slightly larger than the flanking 
windows.  The windows have brick sills and two courses of soldier bricks span the distance 
between the awning and lintel.  Three decorative, diamond motifs of brick and stone are located 
on the second story.  
 
According to the 1988 nomination, C.O. Quail of the Columbia Clothing Company erected this 
building in 1926.  He built a two-story building as rents at the time made it advantageous.   
 
326 Main (#45) 
1926 
Contributing 
Was Contributing in the 1988 nomination.  This building has changed little since the 1988 
nomination.  The two-story building has two storefronts on the façade (west elevation).  The 
south storefront has a central recessed entry with a metal-and-glass door with transom.  It is 
flanked by display windows with brick on the bottom.  Transoms run across the storefront.  The 
north storefront has a recessed entry with a metal-and-glass door with transom.  The entrance is 
flanked with display windows with brick on the bottom.  A display window wraps around onto 
the north elevation.  Transoms run across the storefront.  On the south side of the storefront is a 
metal-and-glass door that accesses the second floor.  Windows on the second story are one-over-
one with brick sills and a continuous course of soldier bricks comprises the lintels.  Decorative 
brickwork and stone accents comprise the parapet.  The north elevation has a combination of 
one-over-one, fixed-pane, and boarded-up window openings on both the first and second floors.  
The eastern half of the north elevation contains three small storefronts.  The middle and western 
storefronts may be mostly original and include wood-framed windows and windows with 
tracery.  The easternmost storefront has arched window openings, unlike the rest of the building.  
This volume may be an addition.   
 
According to the 1988 nomination, this structure has a steel frame and was built as the Sellers 
and Bartling furniture store.  
 
 
 
 
327 Main (#18) 
1919 
Contributing 
Was Contributing in the 1988 nomination.  Little has changed since 1988.  A 1980 survey photo 
shows significant portions of the north and west elevations veneered in wood; most of this has 
been removed and only window openings remain covered.  Another noticeable alteration is a 
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small addition over the street-level stairway accessing the basement on the north elevation.  
Window openings remain primarily boarded over, as they were in 1988.  Three windows on the 
second story of the north elevation have smaller fixed-pane windows inserted into the window 
openings.  Despite these conditions, the building retains enough integrity to contribute to the 
district.  The massive Ionic columns on the façade (east elevation) and the pedimented entrances 
on the façade and north elevation demonstrate the Classical stylings of the building.  Other 
characteristics of the brick building include a stone course at the base, Ionic column motifs 
adorning the top of the pilasters on the north elevation, corbelled stone cornice, and name stone 
on the façade reading “FIRST NATIONAL BANK.”  
 
According to the 1988 nomination, bank president George Cobel had the building constructed in 
1919 for $70,000.  The 1980 survey form details that the First National Bank went bankrupt in 
1920-21, at which time the Northwestern National Bank assumed ownership of the building.  
Northwestern relocated in 1972.  In 1975, the Ram Pub opened in the building and continues to 
operate there as of 2020.   
 
400-402 Main (#47) 
1899 
Contributing 
Was Contributing in the 1988 nomination.  Since 1988, the building has changed little.  
Prominent on the second story are three-sided bays including one in the corner.  The bays have 
brackets underneath and decorative cornices.  In between the bays, window openings are arched 
with decorative brickwork.  Windows are paired and single; most are one-over-one.  Decorative 
brickwork is also found at the cornice which includes corbelled bricks.  The storefront entrance 
is canted, recessed, and located at the corner.  The door is metal-and-glass with a transom and 
sidelights.  Flanking the entrance are display windows; underneath and around the windows is 
cedar siding.      
 
According to the 1988 nomination, pharmacist A.L. Binford constructed the Binford block for 
$16,000 in 1899.  It housed the Binford Pharmacy and Kaufman Brothers’ Clothing and 
Furnishings.   
 
401 Main (#14) 
1917 
Individually Listed (NRref#84003244) 
In 1988, this building had two small storefronts.  As of 2020, a new storefront covered the entire 
width of the façade.  The new storefront has a canted corner entrance flanked by display 
windows with metal frames.  North of the storefront is a metal-and-glass door with transom that 
accesses the second floor.  The “Ray’s Corner” sign from 1988 remains in place as does a small 
awning.  The building is two stories and the brick is of darker brown tones.  A course of stone 
divides the first and second stories.  The second floor above the storefront has two sets of paired, 
one-over-one windows.  The window bays are framed with brick pilasters capped in stone.  
Decorative brick corbelling is above the windows.  The building has a simple metal cornice that 
extends onto the south elevation.  The first floor of the south elevation contains, from west to 
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east, a metal-and-glass door with transom, display window with transom, wood door with a large 
pane of glass with a transom, a display window with a boarded-over transom, a fiberglass door 
with a transom infilled with an air conditioning unit, a boarded-over window with transom, two 
doors infilled with wood with boarded-over transoms, a boarded-over display window, a metal-
and-glass door, and a fixed-pane window elevated on the wall.  The second floor is divided into 
eight bays by pilasters capped with stone.  Paired one-over-one windows fill each bay.   
 
According to the 1984 individual nomination and the 1988 district nomination, this building was 
constructed in 1917 as the Trygstad Law and Commerce Building.  A tobacco shop and tavern 
occupied the main level while attorneys Trygstad, Cheever, Collins, Cheever, Purdy, McCann, 
and Lund occupied the upper levels.  Wold Mark Construction company built the structure for 
Carl O. Trygstad.  The main level business, Ray’s Corner, was first knows as Taylor’s Corner 
then Logue’s Corner before becoming Ray’s.  In 1988, Ray’s Corner was a tobacco shop. By the 
early 1990s, it was a bar.   
 
404 Main (#48) 
c.1919 
Contributing 
The north side of the storefront has a metal-and-glass door that accesses the second floor.  There 
are two bays of windows on the second floor; bays have two-part windows flanked by one-over-
one windows.  Decorative brick diamond motifs are found above the windows and the parapet is 
capped with stone. 
 
According to the 1988 nomination this was the Kendall Building.   
 
403 Main (#13) 
1917 
Contributing 
Was Contributing in the 1988 nomination.  This building has not changed since 1988.  Building 
is two stories and the brick is of darker tones.   The storefront is clad in a stone or faux stone 
veneer.  The entrance is recessed; it consists of a single metal-and-glass door flanked by 
sidelights.  On either side of the entrance is a large display window.  The second floor has two 
large modern windows in a 2-1-3 configuration; all panes are fixed with the exception of the 
middle pain on the bottom.  The window bays are framed with brick pilasters capped in stone.  
Decorative brick corbelling is above the windows.  The building has a simple metal cornice.   
 
According to the 1988 nomination, this building was built in 1917, a few months after the 
neighboring Ray’s Corner building.  This was the E.E. Haugen Dry Goods store and it was 
constructed to blend in with Ray’s Corner’s architecture.     
 
405 Main (#12) 
1920 
Contributing 
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Was Contributing in the 1988 nomination.  The only change since 1988 is the removal of a metal 
awning.  Building is two stories and the brick is of darker tones.  The storefront is recessed; the 
entrance is located at the southeast corner and features a metal-and-glass door with a sidelight.  
The paired display windows are canted.  A fiberglass door is located at the northeast corner 
which is used to access the second floor.  Diagonal wood siding clads the storefront; a full-length 
sign caps the storefront and there is a soldier course of bricks above it.  Above the storefront are 
paired, one-over-one windows.  Framing the windows is a soldier course of bricks with stone 
cornerstones; the windows have stone sills.  Above the window are two recessed, rectangular 
decorative brick motifs featuring corbelling.  The parapet steps up in the middle and is capped 
with stone. 
 
According to the 1988 nomination, James Bower constructed this building in 1920 and opened 
the Candy Kitchen.   
 
406 Main (#49) 
1916 
Contributing 
Was Contributing in the 1988 nomination.  Building has changed little since 1988.  The 
storefront entrance is recessed.  The door is metal-and-glass; it is flanked by large display 
windows with brick underneath.  There is a cloth awning.  Above the storefront is decorative 
brickwork in rectangular shapes.   
 
According to the 1988 nomination, this was the Jarvis Building.  It represents the first use of 
glazed white brick in the district.   
 
408 Main (#50) 
c.1933 
Contributing 
Was an Intrusion in the 1988 nomination.  Since 1988, a circa 1960s façade has been removed 
from the building.  It has large, central display windows flanked by metal-and-glass doors with 
transoms and sidelights.  Above the storefront is a course of stone.  Above the stone is brick with 
stone quoining.   
 
According to the 1988 nomination, this was the Ideal Bakery.   
 
 
 
409-413 Main (#10)  
Contributing 
Was Contributing in the 1988 nomination.  Building looks primarily the same as it did in 1988.  
Second-story windows have been replaced, the storefront awning was removed, and signage has 
been changed.  The commercial building has some Art Deco influences including brick with Art 
Deco patterning on the second story, grooved granite columns, and block glass windows.  An 
entrance to the second floor with glass blocks capped by a round concrete feature separates the 



United States Department of the Interior  
National Park Service / National Register of Historic Places Registration Form  
NPS Form 10-900     OMB Control No. 1024-0018      
 
Brookings Commercial Historic District 
Amendment (2020) 

 Brookings, SD 

Name of Property                   County and State 

Section 7 page 20 
 

building into two volumes with the north volume containing one storefront and the south volume 
containing two storefronts.  The north storefront has a recessed entry with a metal-and-glass door 
surrounded by sidelights and a transom.  Display windows flank the entrance with polished stone 
panels beneath.  Above the storefront are two bays, each with a one-over-one window.  The 
south volume is comprised of a symmetrical storefront with two entrances.  Each entrance has 
recessed, double metal-and-glass doors.  Flanking the entrances are display windows with dark 
polished stone panels beneath.  Above the storefront are four bays, each with a one-over-one 
window.   
 
The Rude family were early settlers.  In the early 1880s, George Rude became a stockholder and 
president of a furniture store managed by his brother Ole.  The store passed to George’s son Bert 
and Bert passed on to his son Duane.4 
 
According to the 1988 nomination, this building is known as the LeGeros/Stration building.  
George and Peter LeGeros built the south portion in 1940 simultaneously with Gus Stration 
building his shoe repair building on the north portion.  The architect on the project was Ursa 
Louis Freed, an Aberdeen architect who practiced in central and eastern South Dakota until 
about 1950.    
 
410 Main (#51) 
1938 
Contributing  
Was Contributing in the 1988 nomination.  Only change to the building is the painting of the 
brick.  The building has a central recessed entry with double metal-and-glass doors.  It is flanked 
by display windows with marble below.   
 
According to the 1988 nomination, the Spitznagel architecture firm designed this building as 
Cole’s Department Store.   
 
414 Main (#52) 
1927 
Contributing 
Was Contributing in the 1988 nomination.  Since the 1988 nomination, the storefront has been 
altered.  The storefront has a central recessed entry. The door is metal-and-glass with sidelights 
and transom.  Flanking the entrance are display windows with concrete underneath.  A stucco or 
EIFS material covers portions of the storefront.  The second floor has two window openings, 
each with paired one-over-one windows with stone sills and lintels.  Decorative brickwork is 
found above the windows along with three stones with the letters “R A Y.”  The parapet is 
capped in stone.   
 

 
4 Adelaide Paradise. “Founders.” In Brookings Centennial Book Committee. Brookings’ Centennial 1879-1979. 
(Brookings, SD: Brookings Centennial Book Committee, 1979), 5.   



United States Department of the Interior  
National Park Service / National Register of Historic Places Registration Form  
NPS Form 10-900     OMB Control No. 1024-0018      
 
Brookings Commercial Historic District 
Amendment (2020) 

 Brookings, SD 

Name of Property                   County and State 

Section 7 page 21 
 

According to the 1988 nomination, E.J. Ray built this building for Ray’s Drug Store/Plumbing 
Shop.   
 
415 Main (#9) 
1959 
Noncontributing 
Was Noncontributing in the 1988 nomination.  Building looks the same as it did in 1988.  The 
building is one story.  The entrance is canted and recessed into the center of the storefront.  The 
door is metal-and-glass with sidelights and a transom.  Large single-pane windows flank the 
entrance.  The storefront contains a faux-stone veneer underneath the windows and along the 
edges.  Above the storefront are bricks laid in a stretcher bond.   
 
Business names associated with the structure include:  Jackson Jewelry (1988), and a-i Computer 
Solutions (2019).   
 
According to the 1988 nomination, Jackson’s Jewelry was built in approximately 1959.   
 
416-418 Main (#53)  
1914 
Contributing 
Was Contributing in the 1988 nomination.  Only changes since 1988 are some minor storefront 
alterations.  The building has two storefronts.  In between the storefronts is a door that accesses 
the second story; it is fiberglass with glass blocks above.  The south storefront has a recessed 
entry with a metal-and-glass door and transom.  It is flanked by display windows with metal 
panels below.  The north storefront’s entry is recessed and off center.  It has a metal-and-glass 
door flanked with sidelights.  Display windows are large with wood trim underneath.  The 
second story is symmetrical with two larger window openings in the center flanked by smaller 
window openings.  The south side openings are filled with one-over-one windows.  The north 
side has smaller one-over-one windows along with wood infill.  The windows have stone sills 
and a course of stone that runs across the façade which makes for a continuous lintel.  Above the 
windows are corbelled bricks and centered is the brick motif “H.W.”   
 
According to the 1988 nomination, this was the Hall/Wold building.  It was a department store 
that sold dry goods, clothing, and groceries.   
 
 
 
 
417 Main (#8) 
1959 
Noncontributing  
Was Noncontributing in the 1988 nomination.  Building looks primarily the same as it did in 
1988.  The building is one story.  It has a canted entrance with a metal-and-glass door with 
transom.  South of the entrance are two large display windows.  North of the door is a large, 
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three-light window that replaced a large glass display window sometime after 1988.  The 
storefront is framed in a faux-marble stone.  Above the storefront are roman bricks laid in stacker 
bond.      
 
Business names associated with the structure include:  Fergen’s Menswear, Halstead’s Café 
(1988), and Nature’s Paradise (2019).   
 
According to the 1988 nomination, Fergen’s Menswear was constructed in 1959.   
 
419 Main (#7) 
c.1958 
Noncontributing  
Was Noncontributing in the 1988 nomination.  Building looks the same today as it did in 1988.  
The building is one story.  The façade is symmetrical.  It has a central, recessed entry with 
double glass doors with surrounds and transoms.  These display windows have a wood base that 
they cantilever over.  Large glass windows framed in metal flank the entrance.  Brick above the 
storefront is laid in a stretcher bond.   
 
Business names associated with the structure include:  Erb’s Bakery, Arrow Store (1988), and 
Brookings Custom Image (2019).   
 
According to the 1988 nomination, Erb’s Bakery was built in approximately 1959.   
 
420 Main (#54) 
c.1900 
Noncontributing 
Was Noncontributing in the 1988 nomination.  Since 1988, metal panels were removed from the 
storefront. The storefront appears to be concrete blocks made to appear as rusticated stone.  A 
large modern multi-pane window and metal-and-glass door comprise the storefront.     
 
According to the 1988 nomination, this was Ward’s Café, and it was possibly altered in 1960.   
 
420 Main(a) 
c.1930 
Noncontributing 
Was an Intrusion in the 1988 nomination.  Modern storefront windows with brick above.  A 
setback second floor was added in 2019. 
 
421 Main (#6) 
1920 
Noncontributing 
Was an Intrusion in the 1988 nomination.  In 1988, the façade had a rusticated rock veneer along 
with two decorative wood awnings.  As of 2020, the façade has been infilled with brick.  The 
building is one story.  The entrance is recessed on the southeast corner; the door is metal-and-
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glass.  Two large windows are located north of the door.  Brick is laid in a stretcher bond; 
courses of soldier laid bricks are interspersed.       
 
Business names associated with the structure include:  American Billiard Parlor, Safari Lounge 
(1988), Sully’s Pub (2019).   
 
According to the 1988 nomination, James Bower built the American Billiard Parlor in 1920. 
 
426 Main (#56) 
1921 
Contributing 
Was Contributing in the 1988 nomination.  The building has changed little since the 1988 
nomination.  The main façade (west elevation) faces Main.  It has four concrete Doric pilasters; 
in between the pilasters are four large limestone panels.  Above is an entablature of stone and 
brick.  The storefront consists of a recessed entry with a metal-and-glass door with transoms and 
sidelights.  North of the door are display windows.  Brick pilasters divide the north elevation into 
five bays of differing sizes.  There is a basement entry on the west end and another entry near the 
east terminus of the building.  On the first floor, two bays have paired display windows with 
metal panels above; one bay is infilled primarily with metal panels and two small windows, and 
one bay has a metal-and-glass door with transom.  All first-floor materials are replacements.  In 
between the first and second floor are decorative brick motifs.  Second-floor windows are 
original in multi-light-over-one configurations and window openings are single, paired, and 
triple.  The entablature on the west elevation continues onto the north.   
 
According to the 1988 nomination, this was built as the Midland Bank in 1921.  It opened in 
1922 and had Beaux Arts characteristics before a circa 1960 remodel.  Originally, a scrolled 
pedimented entrance was surmounted by a decorative entablature.  A leaded glass, elliptically-
shaped window fanned above the entry.  In 1960, TSP (The Spitznagel Partners) covered it 
during a remodel.    
 
427 Main (#5) 
1932 
Contributing 
Was listed as Contributing in the 1988 nomination.  The storefront has been altered slightly.  The 
central entrance door on the façade was relocated to the southeast corner and the large window 
on the south half of the façade was removed and replaced with a smaller window.  The large 
window on the north half of the façade remains intact. The entrance relocated to the southeast 
corner matches the entrance on the northeast corner.  The one-story building is styled in a simple 
Pueblo Revival theme.  The structure is stuccoed with an irregular parapet.  The façade also 
features three vigas, or faux wood beams that project from the wall to imitate roof beams.  The 
north elevation has five windows.  The south elevation contains three large windows.  It also 
contains a small, metal bay towards the rear of the building used to serve walk-up customers.  
Adjoining the building to the south is an open lot with outdoor seating.  
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According to the 1988 nomination, this building was constructed as the Lincoln Café.  In 1933, 
the Niklasons moved their hamburger business here and it has remained a popular eatery ever 
since.  It is known as Nick’s Hamburger Shop.  
 
500 Main (#57) 
1914 (addition 1972) 
Contributing 
Was Contributing in the 1988 nomination.  Building has changed little since the 1988 
nomination.  A portico with Ionic columns dominates the façade (west elevation).  Several stairs 
lead to the portico.  Window and door openings are filled with replacement materials.  A large 
compatible addition is located on the rear of the building.  The roof is clay tile.  Bedford 
limestone comprises the building and the addition is clad primarily in Bedford limestone panels.  
Decorative terra cotta motifs are found on the building.   
 
According to the 1988 nomination, the Government Building/Post Office cost $75,000 to build.   
 
501 Main (#4) 
1927 
Noncontributing 
Was an Intrusion in 1988 the nomination.  In 1988, the building was covered in tile veneer and 
the storefronts were recessed.  The front of the building has been built out with large display 
windows.     
 
According to the 1988 nomination, the Penney Building was built in 1927. 
 
505 Main (#3) 
1940 
Contributing 
Was listed as Contributing in the 1988 nomination.  The only change from 1988 to 2020 appears 
to be the replacement of the Chicago style windows above the storefront; the windows were 
replaced with in kind metal windows in the same configuration as the original.  In 1980, this 
building had a ticket booth centered in the entry with double doors flanking north and south.  By 
1988, the current configuration was in place and has remained unchanged as of 2020. The 
building has Art Deco stylings including a glazed ceramic veneer, round corners, and round 
display windows.  It is a one-and-a-half-story building.  The façade is brick covered in a glaze 
ceramic finish.  There are three metal-and-glass doors centered at the recessed entrance; glass 
windows with metal frames flank the entry.  Above the entry are four transom windows framed 
in metal.  Storefronts flank the entry; each has a rounded display window, metal-and-glass door, 
and transom (both infilled).  The storefronts have round corners where they adjoin the entrance.  
Above the entrance is a nameplate that reads “COLLEGE.”  A half-story is recessed from the 
front of the building; two Chicago style windows flank the “COLLEGE” nameplate.  Corners on 
the parapet are rounded and the parapet steps up slightly at the center.   
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Business names associated with the structure include:  College Theater, Fridays and Sample 
Shop (1980), offices Peterson Theater Co. (1980), Movies To Go, H&H Photography, and Piper 
Jaffray and Hopwood (1988), Main Barber Shop and Razor’s Edge Barber Shop (2019).  
 
According to the 1988 nomination, Frank McCarthy built the College Theater in 1940 after the 
old Grand Theatre building was torn down.  An opera house originally stood on this location.  
Perry E. Crosier, a well-known theater architect, designed the theater.    
 
509 Main (#2) 
1914  
Noncontributing   
Was listed as Contributing in the 1988 nomination.  The storefronts at 509 and 511 had vertical 
wood cladding in 1988.  As of 2020, both storefronts are covered with the same style of panels as 
neighboring 519 Main.  The current veneer extends higher on the building than the 1988 veneer 
did, covering brick corbelling.  The structure is one story.  Above the storefronts the building is 
arranged in three bays divided by brick pilasters.  The center bay is two courses of brick taller 
than the bays that flank it.  Brick dentils are found at the parapet.  There are two storefronts: 509 
and 511.  The storefront for 509 is recessed.  Centered are paired glass doors with transom 
windows framed in metal.  Large plate-glass windows framed in metal flank the entrance.  The 
storefront for 511 is flush with the sidewalk.  A glass entry door is located at the southeast 
corner.  Two glass windows with metal frames are centered on the façade to the north of the 
door.  In 1988, this storefront had three full-sized glass windows.      
 
Business names associated with the structure include:  Johnson Buick Garage, Geyerman’s and 
State Farm Insurance (1988), Cottonwood Coffee and State Farm Insurance (2019).   
 
According to the 1988 nomination, this was the C.A. Johnson garage constructed for $14,000.  It 
sold Buicks.  Its styling is typical for early twentieth century vernacular commercial architecture.   
 
510 Main (#58) 
1939 
Contributing  
Was Contributing in the 1988 nomination.  Since 1988, the classical portico, multi-pane wood 
windows, and faux shutters were removed; the portico and shutters were added circa 1972.  The 
entry is a metal-and-glass door with metal windows with faux interior muntins.  A signboard is 
attached to the south end of the façade.  The north and south elevations also have several window 
openings, the majority of which are filled with paired replacement windows that match those on 
the façade.  There is a small addition on the south elevation.   
 
According to the 1988 nomination, this was built as the Watson Clinic at a cost of $18,000.  It is 
a simple two-story commercial style, with a solid brick-and-tile exterior.  In 1957, an addition 
was constructed on the south side to house an elevator.   
 
513 Main (#1)  
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1919 
Noncontributing 
Was listed as an Intrusion in the 1988 nomination.  One-story building.  A cloth canopy is 
centered on the structure.  A canted entry is located at the northeast corner; the door is glass 
framed in metal with a flanking full-length sidelight window.  The storefront has glass windows 
with metal frames.   
 
Business names associated with the structure include: Fricke Tire Shop, Sears (1988), and 
Flowers on Main (2019).   
 
4TH STREET 
306 4th Street (#15) 
1936 
Contributing 
Was Contributing in the 1988 nomination.  Building has not changed since 1988 except the 
addition of awnings on the façade (north elevation).  The façade has a metal-and-glass door at 
the northeast corner; west of the door are three, two-part windows (with brick sill) and a single 
fixed-pane window (with stone sill).  Brickwork consists of five rows of stretcher bond 
interspersed with a single row of Flemish bond.  The cornice is trimmed with stone; square 
patterns of brick are interspersed in the cornice.  A name stone reading “GPS” over “1936” is 
located above the entrance.  A course of stone runs below the parapet on the façade (north 
elevation) and wraps around onto the west elevation terminating at the final window to the south.   
 
According to the 1988 nomination, George P. Sexaur (GPS in the nameplate) built this structure 
for $9,000 as the Brookings Register newspaper building.   
 
308 4th Street (#15-1) 
1952  
Noncontributing 
Was Noncontributing in the 1988 nomination.  This small building has brick laid in a stretcher 
bond.  The door and window openings remain the same; both doors and windows have been 
replaced since 1988.   
 
According to the 1988 nomination, this building was the city-owned Ladies Lounge when 
constructed in 1952. 
 
 
 
 
310 4th Street (#16) 
1912 
Individually Listed 
The building has changed little since 1988, though some fenestration has been altered including 
the removal of a beveled glass window the north elevation, new garage doors, and the 
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replacement of some windows.   The only major change is a compatible handicap ramp added to 
the east elevation that features a balustrade comparable to the architecture of the building.  The 
building has Classical and Romanesque influences.  The majority of the windows (which are 
often paired) are one-over-one wood windows with stone sills.  First-floor openings have brick 
arches with stone keystones.  A stone course runs between the floors and pilasters are capped 
with stone.  The cornice is made of galvanized iron and is supported by elaborate dentils, 
modillions, and brackets.  The main entrance is located on the northeast corner and features a 
wood door and transom.  Another entrance with wood door and sidelight is located on the north 
elevation along with two larger garage-door openings infilled with tall wood doors and sidelights 
and capped with arched transoms.  Brick is Des Moines Iron Spot which the city chose because 
of its beauty.5 
 
City Hall cost $23,000 to build including the $300 fee of Huron architect George Issenhuth.  The 
Commercial Club occupied the upstairs and had a reading room and library, smoking room, 
game and pool room, club secretary office, and an assembly room.  The city sold the building in 
1984 for $36,000.6 
 
According to the 1988 nomination, this building was constructed as the City Hall in 1912.  By 
1982, all city departments had relocated from the building.  A bell tower was removed from the 
roof in 1960.   
 
316 4th Street (#17) 
1914 
Contributing 
Was Contributing in the 1988 nomination. The building has changed little since 1988.  It is two-
story with brick laid in a Flemish bond.  There are two entrances; both have wood-and-glass 
doors with transoms.  The westernmost entrance has sidelights and a wood portico supported by 
wood brackets.  First-floor windows on the facade have two lights, with a larger window on the 
bottom.  Second-floor windows on the facade are one-over-one.  Basement windows on the 
façade have two lights (possibly sliders).  The west elevation has three one-over one windows; 
one on the first floor and two on the second floor.  Three rusticated stone courses of varying 
thickness run across the façade. 
 
According to the 1988 nomination, this building was constructed to house Drs. Green and Foster 
in 1914.   
 
411 4th (#46) 
1919 
Contributing  
Was Contributing in the 1988 nomination.  Not much change since 1988.  This two-story 
building has a canted recessed entrance.  It has a metal-and-glass door flanked by display 

 
5 Chuck Cecil, 23.   
6 Ibid, 23.  
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windows with panels underneath.  Large two-part display windows fill the storefront bays 
flanking the entrance.  All three storefront bays have cloth awnings.  Second-floor windows are 
boarded.  Pilasters are at the corners and are capped in stone.   
 
According to the 1988 nomination, Iver Dybdahl, agent for Dodge automobiles, built this 
building as an automobile showroom and service station.  Wayne Waltz, a contractor in 
Brookings, said this was the first building in Brookings to use the Turner Slab System of 
construction.  Originally there was an elevator that moved cars between the first and second 
stories.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
_________________________________________________________________ 

8. Statement of Significance 
 

 Applicable National Register Criteria  
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 (Mark "x" in one or more boxes for the criteria qualifying the property for National Register  
 listing.) 

 
A. Property is associated with events that have made a significant contribution to the 

broad patterns of our history. 
  

B. Property is associated with the lives of persons significant in our past.  
 

C. Property embodies the distinctive characteristics of a type, period, or method of 
construction or represents the work of a master, or possesses high artistic values, 
or represents a significant and distinguishable entity whose components lack 
individual distinction.  
 

D. Property has yielded, or is likely to yield, information important in prehistory or 
history.  

 
 
 

 
 
 Criteria Considerations  
 (Mark “x” in all the boxes that apply.) 

 
A. Owned by a religious institution or used for religious purposes 

  
B. Removed from its original location   

 
C. A birthplace or grave  

 
D. A cemetery 

 
E. A reconstructed building, object, or structure 

 
F. A commemorative property 

 
G. Less than 50 years old or achieving significance within the past 50 years  

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

x
  

x
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Areas of Significance 
(Enter categories from instructions.)  
_Commerce_________  
_Architecture________  
___________________  
___________________  
___________________  
___________________  
___________________ 

 
 

Period of Significance 
_1894-1940_________ 
___________________ 
___________________ 

 
 Significant Dates  
 _N/A______________ 
 ___________________ 
 ___________________ 

 
Significant Person 
(Complete only if Criterion B is marked above.) 
_N/A__________________  
___________________  
___________________ 

 
 Cultural Affiliation  
 __N/A______________ 
 ___________________  
 ___________________ 

 
 Architect/Builder 
 _Architects:  A.L. Flegel, George Issenhuth, Harold Spitznagel, Ursa Louis Freed,  
 _Perry E. Crossier   
 _Builders:  Wold and Johnson, Mark and Wold, A.M. Wold, Waltz Construction  

 
 

 
Statement of Significance Summary Paragraph (Provide a summary paragraph that includes 
level of significance, applicable criteria, justification for the period of significance, and any 
applicable criteria considerations.)  
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The district is locally significant under Criterion C for Architecture.  The district is a typical 
late-nineteenth/early twentieth-century commercial district and features one-part and two-part 
commercial blocks.  Commercial style architecture predominates with examples of Romanesque 
and Beaux Arts.        
 
The district is locally significant under Criterion A for Commerce.  Brookings was a regional 
trade center providing goods and services to neighboring towns.  This wide economic base 
necessitated a strong commercial core.  The district also prospered due to the establishment and 
growth of South Dakota State University.  

The period of significance remains the same as established in the 1988 nomination: 1894-1940.  
This period was the major building era within the district.  After 1940, a new building would not 
be added until 1952.  Storefront modernizations occurred in the 1950s-1970s on several 
buildings.  Today, many retain recessed entries, canted display windows, and other 
characteristics from that era.  However, many of the 1950s-1970s modernizations have been 
rehabilitated over the last thirty years as the district remains commercially viable.  Overall, 
integrity of materials, design, setting, feeling, and association have improved since the 1988 
nomination.     
 
The 1988 nomination also included Transportation and Politics/Government as areas of 
significance.  These are not addressed in this amendment as their significance within the district 
is subordinate to the district’s Commerce and Architecture significance.  Transportation was 
included in 1988 due to the depot and former automobile garages being located in the district.  
The depot is individually listed and the former garages no longer convey transportation-related 
significance.  Politics/Government was included in 1988 because the Post Office and former 
City Hall buildings are within the district.  An association with governmental functions within 
the district is minor in comparison with the Architectural and Commercial significance of the 
district.   
 
Amending information in Section 8 
Portions of Section 8 of the 1988 National Register nomination written by Sherry De Boer 
provided an excellent accounting of the history and development of the district.  The contextual 
information was not footnoted in the 1988 nomination, but an extensive bibliography was 
provided.  Several paragraphs from the 1988 nomination appear in the 2020 update verbatim or 
nearly so with additional clarifications added.  These are cited to the 1988 nomination and De 
Boer is also listed as a coauthor of the 2020 update.  The numbering system used in the 1988 
nomination has been retained in the 2020 update.  The bibliography in the 1988 nomination is 
also included in the update to ensure all potential sources are included. 
 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
Narrative Statement of Significance (Provide at least one paragraph for each area of 
significance.)   
 
History of Brookings and the District 
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The last American Indians to occupy the land that would become South Dakota before white 
settlement were the Lakota, Dakota, and Nakota, divisions of the Oceti Sakowin.7  The Nakota 
and Dakota lived primarily east of the Missouri River (which divides the state) while the Lakota 
lived west of the river.  All three divisions of the Oceti Sakowin are also divided by subgroups.    
 
Given the Oceti Sakowin control of much of the northern plains, the United States government 
adopted a policy of treaty-making to secure more land for settlement.  In 1858, a treaty was 
signed between the federal government and the Yankton (Dakota subgroup) in which 11 million 
acres of land between the Big Sioux River and the Missouri River (now southeastern South 
Dakota) were transferred to the public domain and the Yankton relocated to a 400,000-acre 
reservation in present-day Charles Mix County.8  This act is generally acknowledged to be the 
first treaty to open a large portion of what would become South Dakota to settlement.9 
 
In 1879, surveyors of the Chicago and Northwestern Railway and its subsidiary the Western 
Town Lot Company reached what would become Brookings.  The early settlers of Brookings 
wanted the depot located east of Medary Avenue where South Dakota State University is now 
located, but the railroad objected due to the terrain and wanted it moved three-quarters of a mile 
to the southwest on flatter land.  Eager to please the railroad and secure its passage through town, 
local businessmen purchased the preferred land and donated it to the railroad.  Brookings was 
platted in October of 1879 and consisted of seven blocks of an Original Plat and a triangular 
piece which forms the Temple Block.10  On 3 October 1879, the first train pulled into town and 
Brookings began to boom.11 
 
Brookings became what geographer John C. Hudson later classified as a “T-town.”  Starting 
somewhere in Ohio and proceeding west, railroads laid out townsites in a T-shape with the 
community’s main street forming the stem of the “T” and the railroad tracks forming the 
crossbar.  On one side of the tracks was the passenger depot and a tight cluster of buildings 
forming the town’s commercial core along the stem of the “T.”  On the other side of the tracks 
were industrial facilities, including warehouses and stockyards.  In Brookings, the stem of the 
“T” stretched north along Main Avenue.12  
 
Main Avenue was platted 100’ wide, which was 20’ feet wider than the other streets in the 
commercial core.  Each block contained fourteen business-sized lots that were 25’ wide and 165’ 

 
7 The Oceti Sakowin translates as “The People of the Seven Council Fires.”  Known to some as the Sioux Nation, the 
Nakota, Lakota, and Dakota are linguistically-related peoples who speak different dialects.  The traditional names 
of the Oceti Sakowin are: Wahpekute, Wahpetunwan, Sisistunwan, Bdwkatunwan, Ihanktunwan, Ihanktunwanna, 
and Titunwan.   
8 James Steeley, et al. The History of Agriculture in South Dakota: Components for a Fully Developed Historic 
Context. (Pierre, SD: South Dakota State Historic Preservation Office, 2013), 5.   
9 Ibid, 5.; Note: The Treaty of Traverse des Sioux, 1851 opened a smaller portion of land seven years earlier.   
10 Brookings Historic Commercial District National Register Nomination (NRIS#88000029). 19 April 1988, 8-3.   
11 Ibid, 8-3; Cecil, 1-2.   
12 Cecil 1-2; H. Roger Grant. Living in the Depot: The Two-Story Railroad Station. (Iowa City, IA: University of Iowa 
Press, 1993), 46.  
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deep.13  George W. Pierce opened the first store on Main Avenue when he moved his general 
store from neighboring Fountain and placed it at 303 Main.  Several other businessmen from 
Fountain and Medary (villages who missed out on the railroad) moved to Brookings.  George 
Hopp moved his printing office from Fountain and erected a building with Frank Neill who had a 
harness shop.  James Natesta moved from Medary and built a new store.14  Full commercial 
services became available in 1880 with the establishment of the Bank of Brookings by George 
Morehouse and the Fishback banking business in the Olds and Fishback Mercantile Company 
building.  By 1881, over seventy firms where in business.  City attorney Philo Hall filed the 
incorporation papers on 2 May 1881 that changed Brookings’ status from a village to a city and 
the Dakota Territorial legislature approved the request in 1883.15   
 
Brookings was a thriving trade center immediately, but the establishment the territory’s first 
land-grant university in the 1880’s secured the town’s future success.  The Morrill Act of 1862 
created a land-grant university system paid for by the sale of federal lands.  In 1881, Brookings 
was put forth as a location for a land-grant university and the Dakota Territorial legislature 
approved the establishment of Dakota Agricultural College contingent upon the city providing 
the land.  The city purchased 80 acres east of Medary Avenue (the same land that the railroad 
rejected as too hilly) and the college came into fruition.  The college, which would be known as 
South Dakota Agricultural College and South Dakota State College of Agricultural and 
Mechanical Arts before being renamed South Dakota State University in 1964, would come to 
impact Brookings’ economy tremendously.  This impact, of course, was felt in the town’s 
commercial core.    
 
By 1884, Sanborn Ferris Fire Insurance (Sanborn) maps document a variety of enterprises on 
Main Avenue.  There were no vacant lots between Newton (now Third) and Pierce (now Fourth) 
Streets.  Drugstore sites were the most numerous, along with general stores, while specialty 
shops included agricultural implements, restaurants, blacksmith services, hardware stores, 
laundries, and grocery stores.  Two hotels and a roller-skating rink were located on the fringe 
areas of the district.  Eight years later, the Sanborn maps illustrate the same concentration in the 
300 block with some additional stores appearing in the 400 block.  Unfortunately, a fire on 21 
December 1892, destroyed eight buildings in the 300 block on the east side of the street.  
Destroyed buildings were replaced with brick structures.16   
 
By January 1901, substantial development had occurred on Main Avenue with the following 
present-day brick buildings constructed:  Masonic Temple (1894-#30); the Binford Block (1899-
#47); Bank of Brookings (1900-#24); Mathews and Murphy Law Office (1900-#25); and the 
New Century Block (1901-#36).  These enterprises represented commercial ventures including 
banking, department stores, and professional services.  In 1901, all streets were renamed, with 

 
13 Cecil, 1-3.   
14 John Beatty. “The Founding.” In Brookings Centennial Book Committee. Brookings’ Centennial 1879-1979. 
(Brookings, SD: Brookings Centennial Book Committee, 1979), 3. 
15 Brookings Historic Commercial District National Register Nomination (NRIS#88000029). 19 April 1988, 8-4. 
16 Brookings Historic Commercial District National Register Nomination (NRIS#88000029). 19 April 1988; 8-4. 
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the exception of Williams Street and Main and Medary Avenues.  The streets running east and 
west were numerically ordered.  For example, the east-west street named Newton Street was 
renamed Third Street, and the north-south street named Brookings Street was renamed Sixth 
Avenue.17  What is now the Brookings Commercial Historic District continued to develop with 
the addition of brick buildings into the first three decades of the twentieth century; construction 
tailed off in the mid-1920s.18  Additionally, the paving of Main Avenue in 1919 further solidified 
the district’s development and maturity.19   
 
Context of Development in the District  
Buildings in the district are significant in the historical development of commercial enterprises in 
Brookings, a town that emerged as a result of the railroad.  Constructed from 1894 to 1940, 
contributing structures in the district are important within the historical pattern of goods and 
services distribution to the residents of the community.  A promotional publication distributed 
around 1919 proclaimed that “Brookings is an important trading point, drawing patronage from 
the rich agricultural country naturally tributary to the city.”  As the city grew, “specialized 
commercial and civic structure reflected the social and economic complexities of the industrial 
age, glorifying growth and change,” as referenced in Carole Rifkind’s book, Main Street: The 
Face of Rural America.  Specialized structures in the district, such as the Chicago and 
Northwestern Depot, and the various car garages and service stations, were built to accommodate 
the needs created by the advent of the railroad and automobile.  To meet government-related and 
social organization needs, Brookings City Hall, Post Office, Masonic Temple, and the Armory 
were built.  The health and medical needs of community members were met with the 
construction of clinics and doctors’ offices.20  
 
As buildings were constructed to provide the necessary commercial services, their evolution 
follows several significant themes.  In the early 1900s, a building boom was in progress and new 
commercial structures were added constantly in the district’s core up until the 1920s.  Brick 
commercial structure were built as replacements for the wooden-frame structures constructed at 
the city’s inception.  Brick replaced wood as the primary building sheathing material, with 
fireproofing a primary consideration.  Concrete became a primary foundation material and 
ornamentation on exteriors became less elaborate.  Specialized structures were constructed to 
meet the civic, social, political, and health needs of the community.  After the construction of the 
Midland Bank (#56) in the early 1920s, there was a construction void in the district until 1926 
and 1927 when nine new buildings were erected.21   
 
Although construction activities statewide were curtailed after the 1929 stock market collapse, 
commercial building activity continued in the city with the construction of the Variety Store 
(#37), Nick’s Hamburger Shop (#5), Ideal Bakery (#50), The Economy Grocery/Sioux Bowling 
Alley (#40), the Pool Hall (#27), and the Brookings Register Building (#15) during the years 

 
17 Ibid, 8-4. 
18 Cecil, 40  
19 Ibid, 40.   
20 Brookings Historic Commercial District National Register Nomination (NRIS#88000029), 19 April 1988, 8-2. 
21 Ibid, 8.2.   
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1930 through 1936.  This unique pattern was maintained in 1937 with the construction of the 
government-funded Armory and Auditorium (#31).  In 1938 and 1939 the Cole’s Store (#51) and 
Watson Clinic (#58) were constructed.  In 1940, the Woolworth Company and Stration (aka 
Stratton after 1947) Shoe Repair Shop (#10) and College Theatre were added to the district; 
these two buildings represent the end of the major building phase of the district and the end of 
the district’s period of significance (1894-1940).22  No new buildings would be added until 1952.  
Storefronts reconfigurations occurred in the 1950s-1970s on several buildings.  However, many 
of those 1950s-1970s have been reconfigured again with modern materials and some have had 
their 1950s-1970s veneers removed.  Few buildings retain integrity from their 1950s-1970s 
modernizations as the districts has continually redeveloped many of its buildings.   
 
Architecture in the District - Overview 
Much of the character of commercial districts and commercial architecture comes not from the 
individual buildings, but from the streetscape and collective image the buildings create.  It is 
common for commercial buildings to abut the street and each other in order to maximize land 
use, therefore maximizing business.23  This leaves very little open space within commercial 
districts.  It also puts all visual focus on the front façade since the sides of commercial buildings 
are usually shared by their neighbors and not visible.24  The front facades become the only 
ornamented space on the exterior and these decorative details become the primary way to 
visually date commercial buildings since the form of commercial blocks does not change much 
over time.25   

Often commercial buildings were “modernized” in the mid-20th century.  As improvements in 
engineering allowed for larger, single-pane windows, storefronts on older buildings were fitted 
with large commercial windows intended to better display merchandise and catch the attention of 
passers-by.26  The windows with several panes of glass separated by mullions with bulkheads 
were not as efficient for window shopping and were replaced.27  This alteration is common in the 
Brookings Historic Commercial District and can be seen on several of the buildings.   
One-Part and Two-Part Commercial Blocks 
One-Part Commercial Block: One-Part Commercial Blocks developed in the mid-19th century 
and were most often used for retail.28  They are only one story tall, usually with large windows 
on the front façade to display goods.  Since these buildings are relatively small, they were often 
used to stake a claim in urban land since they were cheaper to build than large commercial 

 
22 Ibid, 8-2 & 8-3. 
23 Richard Longstreth. The Buildings of Main Street:  A Guide to American Commercial Architecture, Updates 
Edition. (Walnut Creek: Alta Mira Press, 2000), 14. 
24 Ibid, 16. 
25 Ibid, 18. 
26 Herbert Gottfried and Jan Jennings. American Vernacular Buildings and Interiors 1870-1960. (New York: W. W. 
Norton & Company, Inc., 2009), 233. 
27 Ibid, 233.    
28 Longstreth, 54.  
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blocks.29  Since the facades of these buildings are dominated by large storefront windows, there 
is little room left for ornamental detailing.30  
 
Two-Part Commercial Block: The Two-Part Commercial Block has historically been the most 
popular architectural form for small to moderately-sized commercial buildings from the 1850s 
through the 1950s.31  They are usually two to three stories high with the different levels serving 
different functions.32  The first story is often where the store or business space is located and the 
upper zones function as private space for offices, apartments, hotels, and the like.33   

The Brooking Historic Commercial District contains slightly more two-part commercial blocks 
than one-part blocks.  One-part commercial blocks were often replaced with larger commercial 
blocks as cities grew and it made economic sense for owners to expand upward.  The mixture of 
one-part and two-part commercial blocks in the district represent Brookings’ evolution as a 
significant regional economic hub, but the persistence of one-part blocks in the district 
demonstrate its failure to grow like other upper-tier economic cities in eastern South Dakota 
including Sioux Falls, Aberdeen, and Watertown whose economic cores developed into 
streetscapes of multi-story buildings.  The district is also typical in regard to its bank buildings, 
which tend to be taller and more embellished than their retail counterparts.  The First National 
Bank at 327 Main and the Midland Bank (pre-1960 alterations) at 426 Main have Classically-
inspired designs that represent this stylistic trend.  Additionally, both are located on corner lots, 
another common theme for banks.  Often the most architecturally-significant buildings in a 
town’s commercial core, banks were often erected on the most prominent corner lots where two 
elevations of the building could be styled in an ornate or higher style of architecture than the 
commercial buildings on Main Street.   
 
Commercial Style 
The Chicago school or Commercial Style (c. 1880s-1930) developed through the influence of 
engineer William L. Jenney and architectural firms like Burnham & Root, Holabird & Roche, 
and Adler & Sullivan.34  The social context of expanding industrial capitalism prioritized the 
function of the buildings including their durability, lighting, and space—requiring art to submit 
to the function of commerce and leading to the name Commercial Style.35  Fenestration is one of 
the most distinctive characteristics of the Commercial Style and uses regular patterns with large, 
divided, rectangular windows.  The buildings commonly have masonry cladding, limited 
decoration on the main walls, and detailing of Neoclassical or Richardsonian Romanesque 
influences on the first story and cornice (although no one artistic tradition predominated).  The 
majority of the buildings in the district can be attributed to the general Commercial Style, though 

 
29Ibid, 55. 
30 Ibid, 62. 
31Ibid, 24.  
32 Ibid, 24. 
33 Ibid, 24. 
34 Carl W. Condit, The Chicago School of Architecture: A History of Commercial and Public Building in the Chicago 
Area, 1875-1925 (Chicago: The Chicago School of Architecture, 1964), 29. 
35Ibid, 27. 
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some include Classical, Renaissance Revival, and Richardsonian Romanesque motif and 
characteristics.   

The major architectural influence in the district is represented by Early 20th Century American 
Commercial style buildings constructed with red and brown bricks in a variety of bonding 
patterns with a general brick-front organizational design.  According to Gottfried and Jennings in 
American Vernacular Buildings and Interiors 1870-1960s, the brick-front was the most popular 
storefront for the longest time in vernacular commercial design.  The major differences occur on 
the upper stories of the facades with slight deviations in panels of brickwork, brick, and cornice 
embellishments.  Several of the brick buildings have name and date plates formed in tin or stone 
with a variety of decorative cornices.36 
 
Contrasting use of brick and stone along with the continuous garland relief pattern found on the 
cornice and bay window of the Bank of Brookings (#24) are highlights of exterior ornamentation 
in the district.  Common linkages are the use of decorative lintels or sills, especially continuous 
lines that link windows and string courses which divide the wall laterally.  Properties associated 
with these architectural trends are:  Bank of Brookings (#24), Mathews and Murphy Building 
(#25), Caldwell and Wilson Hardware and Agricultural Implement (#35), Dr. B.T. Green’s 
Office (#17), The Hall-Wold Building (#53), Johnson Buick Garage (#2), Trygstad Law and 
Commerce Building (#14), E.E. Haugen Dry Goods Store (#13), Tidball Drug 1 (#22), the 
Kendall Building (#48), Dybdahl Garage (#46), H.G. Williams Building (#43), the Jarvis 
Building (#49), Charlie Poole Barber Shop (#39), E.J. Beatty’s Furniture (#45), the Raak 
Harness Shop and Red Owl Grocery (#26), Tidball Drug 2 (#20), the Martinson Building (#21), 
Columbia Clothing (#19), and Ray’s Drug Store and Plumbing Shop (#52).  These commercial 
structures were built between 1920 and 1928.37 
 
Romanesque  
A significant anchor property located diagonally across the street from the Masonic Temple, the 
New Century Building (#36) has the only Romanesque elements in the district.  The 
Richardsonian Romanesque style is characterized by asymmetry, wide and round arches that 
sometimes use massive piers over windows and entrances, corner towers, and masonry walls that 
were often rough-faced.38  Because it was such an expensive style, Romanesque was primarily 
used for landmark buildings, mostly commercial or institutional.39   

Beaux Arts Classicism 
The Beaux Arts movement, taught through L’École des Beaux Arts in Paris in the late 1880s and 
publicized through the 1893 Chicago Columbian Exposition, sought to revive classicism while 
trending towards “ceremonial grandeur, monumentality, and formal discipline of the classical 

 
36 Brookings Historic Commercial District National Register Nomination (NRIS#88000029), 19 April 1988, 8-8. 
37 Ibid, 8-8 & 8-9. 
38 Stephen Rogers and Lynda B. Schwan, Architectural History in South Dakota (Pierre: South Dakota State Historic 
Preservation Office, 2000), 7. 
39 Brookings Historic Commercial District National Register Nomination (NRIS#88000029), 19 April 1988, 8-9. 
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orders.”40  Elements of Beaux Arts buildings include “exuberant surface ornamentation” that 
features heavy masonry enframement, decorative garlands or floral patterns, quoins, pilasters, 
columns, balustrades, masonry walls, and a rusticated first story.41    Beaux Arts aesthetics 
communicated conspicuous wealth and traditional high culture, and were more commonly found 
on landmark, architect-designed building - such as major public buildings or the homes of 
industrial magnates.  The style was most popular before 1915 but persisted through to 1930.  As 
an architectural style, it competed with the American modernist styles being done by Prairie 
School architects and others.  Modernist critics called Beaux Arts “snobbish pretention, 
midwestern cultural insecurity, and the reduction of architects to retailers of imported styles.”42  
Some proposed sociological reasons for the popularity of Beaux Arts included the need for “new 
money” capitalists to confirm their elite status through European traditionalism or their need to 
impose order on the changing urban environments of the Progressive Era.43  Examples in the 
district include the Post Office, First National Bank, and the Midland Bank. 

Contrast in material textures is provided with the terra cotta and limestone surface of the Post 
Office building (#57).  The Post Office represents high quality workmanship and a highly 
creative use of ornamentation.  Evidence of this is seen in the Ionic columns, classical 
entablature pediments, egg and dart patterning along the cornice, and other ornamental relief 
motifs occurring on the surface.44   
 
The Beaux Arts classically-inspired First National Bank (#18) was described in a brochure at its 
grand opening as: “Standing in the most prominent corner in the city, its dignified appearance 
claims your immediate attention, its granite and brick walls give you a feeling of permanence, its 
massive gray pillars an impression of stability and strength.  From its outward appearance you 
gain an impression of confidence.”  The elaborate pedimented and columned entrance and the 
decorative pilaster arrangement are highlights of the building.45 
 
The completion of the brick and stone trimmed Midland Bank (#56) added another classically-
inspired building in the district.  The Doric order architrave, the contrast provided through the 
Bedford stone trimming, and the massive scale of this building located on the corner create a fine 
example of Beaux Art Classicism.46 
 
Art Deco 
During the 1920s and early 1930s, the Art Deco style exploded in popularity and lingered 
through the 1940s.  Art Deco was “mediational” and sought to bridge traditional or ancient forms 

 
40 David Brain, “Discipline & Style: The Ecole des Beaux-Arts and the Social Production of an American 
Architecture,” Theory and Society 18(6) (November 1988), 807. 
41 Rogers and Schwan, Architectural History, 10; McAlester, A Field Guide, 379. 
42 Brain, “Discipline & Style,” 809-810. 
43 Ibid, 811. 
44 Brookings Historic Commercial District National Register Nomination (NRIS#88000029), 19 April 1988, 8-9. 
45 Ibid, 8-9. 
46 Ibid, 8-9 & 8-10. 
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and symbolism with futuristic style and imagery.47  Art Deco took its name from the Exposition 
internationale des Arts décoratifs et industriels modernes, held in Paris in 1925 to showcase 
works of “new inspiration and real originality.”  The Art Deco style emphasized themes of the 
machine age using the forms of the past, and so did not break off completely from historical 
influences.48  Evolved from many sources, the building forms were often traditional, but the 
streamlining of the style recalled modernity and the machine age, while the zigzags, chevrons, 
and other patterns and icons were taken from the Far East, ancient Greece and Rome, Africa, 
India, and the Mayan and Aztec cultures.    

Prominent characteristics of Art Deco are a linear, hard edge or angular composition with a 
vertical emphasis and stylized decoration.  Buildings had a heavy vertical emphasis created with 
façade forms that often used a series of setbacks and columns of windows.  Ornamentation 
varied from using rich metals or colored tiles, to being very subtle and of the same material as 
the buildings.  Concrete, smooth faced stone and metal characterized the exterior of many Art 
Deco style buildings.  Many buildings of this style are decorated with stylized terra cotta motifs 
and cast aluminum features.49  An example of Art Deco in the district is the WPA-constructed 
City Armory/Auditorium.   

A related trend, Streamline Moderne, also used smooth surfaces and metals and was inspired by 
modernist thinking in the 1930s, but is distinguished by rounded features and a horizontal 
emphasis.  In the district, some modernized storefronts feature sign fonts and rounded windows 
and canopies that reflect Streamline Moderne design.  However, the College Theater designed by 
Perry E. Crosier and constructed in 1940 is the best example of a Streamline Modern design in 
the district.  

Architects Represented in the District  
Noteworthy architects associated with the design of the district’s buildings include Charles A. 
Dunham who designed many buildings in the northwestern United States including courthouses, 
schoolhouses, Masonic temples, opera houses, churches, and store buildings.  The Masonic 
Temple (#30), designed by Dunham, is one of the few Dunham structures surviving in South 
Dakota.50   
 
A.L. Flegel from Racine, Wisconsin, a popular architect around the turn of the century, is 
credited with designing the Binford Block along with five other residences in South Dakota.   
Oscar Wenderoth was the supervising architect for the Post Office.  He is well known as the 
supervising architect on several post offices, including four in South Dakota.51   
 

 
47 Richard Striner, “Art Deco: Polemics and Synthesis., Winterthur Portfolio 25(1) (Spring 1990), 22-24. 
48 John C. Poppeliers and S. Allen Chambers, Jr., What Style Is It? A Guide to American Architecture (Hoboken: John 
Wiley & Sons, Inc., 2003), 122-124; Striner, “Art Deco: Polemics,” 27. 
49 Poppeliers and Chambers, 122-124. 
50 Brookings Historic Commercial District National Register Nomination (NRIS#88000029), 19 April 1988Ibid, 8-4. 
51 Ibid, 8-5; South Dakota State Historic Preservation Office, Architects of South Dakota, file, Accessed 20 December 
2019.    
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Huron architect George Issenhuth designed City Hall.  Issenhuth was born in Marshalltown, 
Iowa, in 1862.  His family came to Huron, Dakota Territory around 1880.  He worked as a 
builder and contractor and studied architecture via a correspondence school from which he 
received a certificate in 1895.  He opened an office in Huron in 1906 and worked until around 
1940.  He died in 1941.  Issenhuth was a prolific South Dakota architect designing schools, 
churches, commercial buildings, barns, industrial plants, and residences.52 
 
Harold Spitznagel’s firm designed the Cole’s Department Store in 1938.  The use of  new 
materials, including white painted brick, the neon and aluminum store signs, and the black 
marble combined to produce an image of contrast.  Harold Theodore Spitznagel was born in 
Sioux Falls, South Dakota.  He left Sioux Falls to study architecture, first at the Art Institute of 
Chicago and then at the University of Pennsylvania.  After graduation in 1925, Spitznagel served 
as an assistant instructor in architecture at the university.  He then briefly worked with 
architecture firms in Indianapolis and Chicago before returning to Sioux Falls in the 1930s to set 
up his own architecture practice.  Spitznagel was best known for his churches, but his firm 
designed many types of institutional buildings in eastern South Dakota and adjoining states.  He 
was one of South Dakota’s most prolific architects until his death in 1975.53 
 
Ursa Louis Freed, an Aberdeen architect, designed the Woolworth/Stration building.  Active 
throughout eastern South Dakota, he is known for his school designs in the 1920s, his WPA 
work in the 1930s, and modern projects in Aberdeen in the 1940s.  He designed in a variety of 
architectural styles and is responsible for over eighty-five buildings in South Dakota.   
 
An important movie theater designer, Perry E. Crosier, was the architect of the College Theatre.  
He designed theatres from 1936-1941.  He also designed the Webster and Dell Rapids Theatres 
in South Dakota.  In 1909, Perry E. Crosier began working as a draftsman for architect Harry W. 
Jones.  Crosier began practicing as an independent architect in 1916 and is perhaps best known 
for his theaters.54   
 
 
 
 

 
52 Ibid. 
53 Ibid. 
54 Ibid.   
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23. Zone: 14 Easting: 675519.0187 Northing: 4908692.0736 
 

24. Zone: 14 Easting: 675518.8070 Northing: 4908716.2036 
  

25. Zone: 14   Easting: 675501.0270 Northing: 4908716.4153   
 

26. Zone: 14 Easting: 675501.2387 Northing: 4908759.1720 
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Brookings Commercial Historic District 
Amendment (2020) 

 Brookings, SD 

Name of Property                   County and State 

 
 

 
SD_BrookingsCounty_BrookingsCommercialHistoricDistrictAmendment2020_0001 
Looking W at 505 Main. 
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Brookings Commercial Historic District 
Amendment (2020) 

 Brookings, SD 

Name of Property                   County and State 

 
 

 
SD_BrookingsCounty_BrookingsCommercialHistoricDistrictAmendment2020_0002 
Looking W at 509 Main. 
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Brookings Commercial Historic District 
Amendment (2020) 

 Brookings, SD 

Name of Property                   County and State 

 
 

 
SD_BrookingsCounty_BrookingsCommercialHistoricDistrictAmendment2020_0003 
Looking W at 513 Main. 
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Brookings Commercial Historic District 
Amendment (2020) 

 Brookings, SD 

Name of Property                   County and State 

 
 

 
SD_BrookingsCounty_BrookingsCommercialHistoricDistrictAmendment2020_0004 
Looking NE at 510 Main.   
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Brookings Commercial Historic District 
Amendment (2020) 

 Brookings, SD 

Name of Property                   County and State 

 
 

 
SD_BrookingsCounty_BrookingsCommercialHistoricDistrictAmendment2020_0005 
Looking E at 500 Main. 
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Brookings Commercial Historic District 
Amendment (2020) 

 Brookings, SD 

Name of Property                   County and State 

 
 

 
SD_BrookingsCounty_BrookingsCommercialHistoricDistrictAmendment2020_0006 
Looking SE at 426 Main. 
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Brookings Commercial Historic District 
Amendment (2020) 

 Brookings, SD 

Name of Property                   County and State 

 
 

 
SD_BrookingsCounty_BrookingsCommercialHistoricDistrictAmendment2020_0007 
Looking E at 426 Main (left) and 420 Main (right).   
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Brookings Commercial Historic District 
Amendment (2020) 

 Brookings, SD 

Name of Property                   County and State 

 
 

 
SD_BrookingsCounty_BrookingsCommercialHistoricDistrictAmendment2020_0008 
Looking E at 420 Main (left, this is a concrete block, one-story portion of the 420 address) 
and 416-418 Main (right).   
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Brookings Commercial Historic District 
Amendment (2020) 

 Brookings, SD 

Name of Property                   County and State 

 
 

 
SD_BrookingsCounty_BrookingsCommercialHistoricDistrictAmendment2020_0009 
Looking E at 414 Main (center).   
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Brookings Commercial Historic District 
Amendment (2020) 

 Brookings, SD 

Name of Property                   County and State 

 
 

 
SD_BrookingsCounty_BrookingsCommercialHistoricDistrictAmendment2020_0010 
Looking E at 410 Main.   
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Brookings Commercial Historic District 
Amendment (2020) 

 Brookings, SD 

Name of Property                   County and State 

 
 

 
SD_BrookingsCounty_BrookingsCommercialHistoricDistrictAmendment2020_0011 
Looking E at 408 Main (center).    
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Brookings Commercial Historic District 
Amendment (2020) 

 Brookings, SD 

Name of Property                   County and State 

 
 

 
SD_BrookingsCounty_BrookingsCommercialHistoricDistrictAmendment2020_0012 
Looking E at 406 Main (center).   
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Brookings Commercial Historic District 
Amendment (2020) 

 Brookings, SD 

Name of Property                   County and State 

 
 

 
SD_BrookingsCounty_BrookingsCommercialHistoricDistrictAmendment2020_0013 
Looking E at 404 Main (left) and 400-402 Main (right).   
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Brookings Commercial Historic District 
Amendment (2020) 

 Brookings, SD 

Name of Property                   County and State 

 
 

 
SD_BrookingsCounty_BrookingsCommercialHistoricDistrictAmendment2020_0014 
Looking S at 316 4th Street. 
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Brookings Commercial Historic District 
Amendment (2020) 

 Brookings, SD 

Name of Property                   County and State 

 
 

 
SD_BrookingsCounty_BrookingsCommercialHistoricDistrictAmendment2020_0015 
Looking SW at 310 4th Street. 
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Brookings Commercial Historic District 
Amendment (2020) 

 Brookings, SD 

Name of Property                   County and State 

 
 

 
SD_BrookingsCounty_BrookingsCommercialHistoricDistrictAmendment2020_0016 
Looking SW at 306 (right) and 308 (left) Main. 
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Brookings Commercial Historic District 
Amendment (2020) 

 Brookings, SD 

Name of Property                   County and State 

 
 

 
SD_BrookingsCounty_BrookingsCommercialHistoricDistrictAmendment2020_0017 
Looking NE at 400-402 Main. 
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Brookings Commercial Historic District 
Amendment (2020) 

 Brookings, SD 

Name of Property                   County and State 

 
 

 
SD_BrookingsCounty_BrookingsCommercialHistoricDistrictAmendment2020_0018 
Looking E at 426 Main. 
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Brookings Commercial Historic District 
Amendment (2020) 

 Brookings, SD 

Name of Property                   County and State 

 
 

 
SD_BrookingsCounty_BrookingsCommercialHistoricDistrictAmendment2020_0019 
Looking E at 322 (left) and 320 (right) Main.   
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Brookings Commercial Historic District 
Amendment (2020) 

 Brookings, SD 

Name of Property                   County and State 

 
 

 
SD_BrookingsCounty_BrookingsCommercialHistoricDistrictAmendment2020_0020 
Looking E at 318 Main (center).   
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Brookings Commercial Historic District 
Amendment (2020) 

 Brookings, SD 

Name of Property                   County and State 

 
 

 
SD_BrookingsCounty_BrookingsCommercialHistoricDistrictAmendment2020_0021 
Looking E at 314 Main. 
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Brookings Commercial Historic District 
Amendment (2020) 

 Brookings, SD 

Name of Property                   County and State 

 
 

 
SD_BrookingsCounty_BrookingsCommercialHistoricDistrictAmendment2020_0022 
Looking E at 310-312 Main.   
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Brookings Commercial Historic District 
Amendment (2020) 

 Brookings, SD 

Name of Property                   County and State 

 
 

 
SD_BrookingsCounty_BrookingsCommercialHistoricDistrictAmendment2020_0023 
Looking E at 308 Main (center). 
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Brookings Commercial Historic District 
Amendment (2020) 

 Brookings, SD 

Name of Property                   County and State 

 
 

 
SD_BrookingsCounty_BrookingsCommercialHistoricDistrictAmendment2020_0024 
Looking E at 306 (left) and 304 (right) Main. 
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Brookings Commercial Historic District 
Amendment (2020) 

 Brookings, SD 

Name of Property                   County and State 

 
 

 
SD_BrookingsCounty_BrookingsCommercialHistoricDistrictAmendment2020_0025 
Looking E at 300 Main. 
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Brookings Commercial Historic District 
Amendment (2020) 

 Brookings, SD 

Name of Property                   County and State 

 
 

 
SD_BrookingsCounty_BrookingsCommercialHistoricDistrictAmendment2020_0026 
Looking SW at 225 Main.   
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Brookings Commercial Historic District 
Amendment (2020) 

 Brookings, SD 

Name of Property                   County and State 

 
 

 
SD_BrookingsCounty_BrookingsCommercialHistoricDistrictAmendment2020_0027 
Looking NW at the rear (garage) portion of 301 Main. 
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Brookings Commercial Historic District 
Amendment (2020) 

 Brookings, SD 

Name of Property                   County and State 

 
 

 
SD_BrookingsCounty_BrookingsCommercialHistoricDistrictAmendment2020_0028 
Looking S at 111 Main.   
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Brookings Commercial Historic District 
Amendment (2020) 

 Brookings, SD 

Name of Property                   County and State 

 
 

 
SD_BrookingsCounty_BrookingsCommercialHistoricDistrictAmendment2020_0029 
Looking N at 221 Main. 
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Brookings Commercial Historic District 
Amendment (2020) 

 Brookings, SD 

Name of Property                   County and State 

 
 

 
SD_BrookingsCounty_BrookingsCommercialHistoricDistrictAmendment2020_0030 
Looking NW at 111 Main.  
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Brookings Commercial Historic District 
Amendment (2020) 

 Brookings, SD 

Name of Property                   County and State 

 
 

 
SD_BrookingsCounty_BrookingsCommercialHistoricDistrictAmendment2020_0031 
Looking NE at 222 Main. 
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Brookings Commercial Historic District 
Amendment (2020) 

 Brookings, SD 

Name of Property                   County and State 

 
 

 
SD_BrookingsCounty_BrookingsCommercialHistoricDistrictAmendment2020_0032 
Looking NE at 222, 224, and 226 Main (right to left).  
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Brookings Commercial Historic District 
Amendment (2020) 

 Brookings, SD 

Name of Property                   County and State 

 
 

 
SD_BrookingsCounty_BrookingsCommercialHistoricDistrictAmendment2020_0033 
Looking W at 221 Main.   
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Brookings Commercial Historic District 
Amendment (2020) 

 Brookings, SD 

Name of Property                   County and State 

 
 

 
SD_BrookingsCounty_BrookingsCommercialHistoricDistrictAmendment2020_0034 
Looking W at 225 Main. 
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Brookings Commercial Historic District 
Amendment (2020) 

 Brookings, SD 

Name of Property                   County and State 

 
 

 
SD_BrookingsCounty_BrookingsCommercialHistoricDistrictAmendment2020_0035 
Looking W at 301 Main. 
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Brookings Commercial Historic District 
Amendment (2020) 

 Brookings, SD 

Name of Property                   County and State 

 
 

 
SD_BrookingsCounty_BrookingsCommercialHistoricDistrictAmendment2020_0036 
Looking at 303 Main. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



United States Department of the Interior  
National Park Service / National Register of Historic Places Registration Form  
NPS Form 10-900     OMB Control No. 1024-0018      
 
Brookings Commercial Historic District 
Amendment (2020) 

 Brookings, SD 

Name of Property                   County and State 

 
 

 
SD_BrookingsCounty_BrookingsCommercialHistoricDistrictAmendment2020_0037 
Looking W at 307 Main. 
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Brookings Commercial Historic District 
Amendment (2020) 

 Brookings, SD 

Name of Property                   County and State 

 
 

 
SD_BrookingsCounty_BrookingsCommercialHistoricDistrictAmendment2020_0038 
Looking W at 309 (left) and 311 (right) Main. 
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Brookings Commercial Historic District 
Amendment (2020) 

 Brookings, SD 

Name of Property                   County and State 

 
 

 
SD_BrookingsCounty_BrookingsCommercialHistoricDistrictAmendment2020_0039 
Looking W at 313 Main (center with brick arch). 
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Brookings Commercial Historic District 
Amendment (2020) 

 Brookings, SD 

Name of Property                   County and State 

 
 

 
SD_BrookingsCounty_BrookingsCommercialHistoricDistrictAmendment2020_0040 
Looking W at 315 (left), 317 (center), and 319 (right).   
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Brookings Commercial Historic District 
Amendment (2020) 

 Brookings, SD 

Name of Property                   County and State 

 
 

 
SD_BrookingsCounty_BrookingsCommercialHistoricDistrictAmendment2020_0041 
Looking W at 321 (left) and 323-325 (right) Main. 
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Brookings Commercial Historic District 
Amendment (2020) 

 Brookings, SD 

Name of Property                   County and State 

 
 

 
SD_BrookingsCounty_BrookingsCommercialHistoricDistrictAmendment2020_0042 
Looking W at 327 Main. 
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Brookings Commercial Historic District 
Amendment (2020) 

 Brookings, SD 

Name of Property                   County and State 

 
 

 
SD_BrookingsCounty_BrookingsCommercialHistoricDistrictAmendment2020_0043 
Looking N at 411 4th Street. 
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Brookings Commercial Historic District 
Amendment (2020) 

 Brookings, SD 

Name of Property                   County and State 

 
 

 
SD_BrookingsCounty_BrookingsCommercialHistoricDistrictAmendment2020_0044 
Looking NW at 400-402 Main. 
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Brookings Commercial Historic District 
Amendment (2020) 

 Brookings, SD 

Name of Property                   County and State 

 
 

 
SD_BrookingsCounty_BrookingsCommercialHistoricDistrictAmendment2020_0045 
Looking W at 401 (left) and 403 (right) Main. 
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Brookings Commercial Historic District 
Amendment (2020) 

 Brookings, SD 

Name of Property                   County and State 

 
 

 
SD_BrookingsCounty_BrookingsCommercialHistoricDistrictAmendment2020_0046 
Looking W at 405 Main. 
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Brookings Commercial Historic District 
Amendment (2020) 

 Brookings, SD 

Name of Property                   County and State 

 
 

 
SD_BrookingsCounty_BrookingsCommercialHistoricDistrictAmendment2020_0047 
Looking W at 409-413 Main. 
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Brookings Commercial Historic District 
Amendment (2020) 

 Brookings, SD 

Name of Property                   County and State 

 
 

 
SD_BrookingsCounty_BrookingsCommercialHistoricDistrictAmendment2020_0048 
Looking W at 415 (left) and 417 (right) Main. 
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Brookings Commercial Historic District 
Amendment (2020) 

 Brookings, SD 

Name of Property                   County and State 

 
 

 
SD_BrookingsCounty_BrookingsCommercialHistoricDistrictAmendment2020_0049 
Looking W at 419 (left) and (421) right Main. 
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Brookings Commercial Historic District 
Amendment (2020) 

 Brookings, SD 

Name of Property                   County and State 

 
 

 
SD_BrookingsCounty_BrookingsCommercialHistoricDistrictAmendment2020_0050 
Looking W at 427 Main.  
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Brookings Commercial Historic District 
Amendment (2020) 

 Brookings, SD 

Name of Property                   County and State 

 
 

 
SD_BrookingsCounty_BrookingsCommercialHistoricDistrictAmendment2020_0051 
Looking S at 426 Main. 
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Brookings Commercial Historic District 
Amendment (2020) 

 Brookings, SD 

Name of Property                   County and State 

 
 

 
SD_BrookingsCounty_BrookingsCommercialHistoricDistrictAmendment2020_0052 
Looking W at 501 Main. 
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Brookings Commercial Historic District 
Amendment (2020) 

 Brookings, SD 

Name of Property                   County and State 

 
 

 
SD_BrookingsCounty_BrookingsCommercialHistoricDistrictAmendment2020_0053 
Looking SW at 327 Main and 316 and 310 4th Street. 
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Brookings Commercial Historic District 
Amendment (2020) 

 Brookings, SD 

Name of Property                   County and State 

 
 

 
SD_BrookingsCounty_BrookingsCommercialHistoricDistrictAmendment2020_0054 
Looking N at 401 Main. 
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Brookings Commercial Historic District 
Amendment (2020) 

 Brookings, SD 

Name of Property                   County and State 

 
 

 
SD_BrookingsCounty_BrookingsCommercialHistoricDistrictAmendment2020_0055 
Looking NE and 400-402 Main. 
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Brookings Commercial Historic District 
Amendment (2020) 

 Brookings, SD 

Name of Property                   County and State 

 
 

 
SD_BrookingsCounty_BrookingsCommercialHistoricDistrictAmendment2020_0056 
Looking SE at 226, 224, and 222 Main.   
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Brookings Commercial Historic District 
Amendment (2020) 

 Brookings, SD 

Name of Property                   County and State 

 
 

 
SD_BrookingsCounty_BrookingsCommercialHistoricDistrictAmendment2020_0057 
Looking NW at the west side or 300 Block of Main.   
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Brookings Commercial Historic District 
Amendment (2020) 

 Brookings, SD 

Name of Property                   County and State 

 
 

 
SD_BrookingsCounty_BrookingsCommercialHistoricDistrictAmendment2020_0058 
Looking NW at the west side of 400 Block of Main.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



United States Department of the Interior  
National Park Service / National Register of Historic Places Registration Form  
NPS Form 10-900     OMB Control No. 1024-0018      
 
Brookings Commercial Historic District 
Amendment (2020) 

 Brookings, SD 

Name of Property                   County and State 

 
 

 
SD_BrookingsCounty_BrookingsCommercialHistoricDistrictAmendment2020_0059 
Looking NW at the west side of 500 Block of Main.   
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Brookings Commercial Historic District 
Amendment (2020) 

 Brookings, SD 

Name of Property                   County and State 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



United States Department of the Interior  
National Park Service / National Register of Historic Places Registration Form  
NPS Form 10-900     OMB Control No. 1024-0018      
 
Brookings Commercial Historic District 
Amendment (2020) 

 Brookings, SD 

Name of Property                   County and State 

 
 

PHOTO KEYS 
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Brookings Commercial Historic District 
Amendment (2020) 

 Brookings, SD 

Name of Property                   County and State 
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Brookings Commercial Historic District 
Amendment (2020) 

 Brookings, SD 

Name of Property                   County and State 
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